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The Self-evidence of the Conceptual Knowledge about the

Existence of God from the Viewpoint of Allameh Tabatabai
Mohammad Mahdi Sotoudeh
MA graduate, Tehran University
Abstract
Considering the importance of knowing God in the rationality of reiigious beliefs, in
proving the existence of God and based on one of the expianations of burhan al-
siddigin (the proof of the veracious), Allameh Tabatabai claims that the conceptual
knowledge of the existence of God is self-evident. Therefore, by explaining this issue,
it is necessary to emphasize the self-evidence of God's existence besides its innateness.
Based on the principle of "the absolute necessary eternal reality”, I have first tried to
prove that this principle applies only to the Necessary Being. Then, by explaining the
conceptual and propositional principles of the self-evidence of God's existence and
stating that some experts have accepted the self-evident presentiai knowiedge about
the existence of God, I have tried to prove its self-evidence in the conceptuai
knowiedge from the view point of the late Allameh Tabatabai. If the above-mentioned
self-evidence is proved, the Necessary Being is proved to be a primary self-evident
and the first phiiosophicai issue. Therefore, the purpose of the paper is to prove the
self-evidence of the conceptual knowledge about God through Allameh Tabatabai's

explanation of the proof of the veracious.

Key Words: Allameh Tabatabai, Burhan al-Siddigin (the Proof of the Veracious), Self-
evidence of God's Existence, the Criterion for Self-evident Concepts and Judgements,

Innate, the Principle of Reality
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