
Social History Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Biannual Journal, Vol. 10, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2020, 147-172 

Doi: 10.30465/shc.2020.30035.2050 

Patterns of naming of female characters in Qajarid traditional 

school literature: A study on the social history of popular 

literature in Iran 

Fahime Hosseinzave
*
 

homa zanjanizade
**

 

Abstract 

Because of its function in revealing the story maker/ story teller's mentalities, pattern of 

naming the fictional characters is considered as an important topic in new studies of literary 

criticism as well as in studies of the social history of language and literature. A study on the 

different ways and methods of naming people in the fictions, especially in popular 

literature, can reveal the characteristics of their creators, pave the way to identify their 

desired world, and reflect the intellectual and socio-cultural frameworks in which these 

fictions produced. By examining a collection of seventy texts of popular stories used in 

traditional schools (Maktabkhanas) in Qajarid Iran (selected and edited by Hassan 

Zolfaghari and Mahboubeh Heydari) and analyzing their content along with statistical 

review of the names used in these stories and classifying these names by extracting the 

patterns on which the creators named the characters of fictions, the authors of the article 

tried to show what the creators of these stories had in their mind. They also examined the 

differences between these naming patterns, for female characters and male characters in 

these stories, to show that the conventional pattern of naming women in Qajarid fiction, (as 

a cultural and social indicator of the Qajarid lived-world), were explicit function of the sex-

gender variable, which in turn was depended to the rate of women's participation in society 

and society's attitude to the women. 
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