Critical Studies in Texts & Programs of Human Sciences,
Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Monthly Journal, Vol. 20, No. 11, Winter 2020-2021, 1-23

Rereading Justice in John Rawls’ Thought with an Emphasis
on Gender Justice

Mohammad Eshaghi’

Maryam Ahmadiy”™

Abstract

John Rawls, as one of the twentieth-century theorists in his theory of justice, explains the
two principles of freedom and the principle of difference, and ultimately proposes the
principle of equal opportunity for all the people of the community. In the present study,
using library resources and applying a descriptive-analytical method and comparing them
in the framework of gender justice, the principles of justice of John Rawls were criticized
and analyzed on the basis of Islamic studies. Sometimes, it is believed that in the context of
women’s affairs, it can be argued that in describing the principle of difference, a new
definition of gender justice in the Western world can be presented; however, the method of
accepting the principle of the Rawls’ difference and the priority that prevails over the
principles of justice itself was discussed. It makes no difference between gender equality
and gender equity. Accordingly, while analyzing this attitude, the quality of gender justice
is aligned with Rawls’ dualistic approach. The results of this research show that, based on
the Islamic worldview, one can more clearly respond to the concerns of justice in general
and gender justice in a specific way while ensuring respect for justice, the particular
situation and the special needs of social groups Like women.
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