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Abstract

Objective: Qur'anic manuscript No. 1200 is kept at the Museum of Qom, dated to the second
century AH. Both dating and writing on paper in this manuscript has caused some discussions
between scholars. Furthermore, structural and visual features of script include three lines per
page and a special design of each letter is added to its importance. In this paper, we deal with
the special way of drawing of the letters in this manuscript and try to examine the representation
of words in Islamic calligraphy and its relationship with creation of meaning.

Methodology: The article was done with descriptive-analytic method.

Findings: The writing is a kind of image-text; namely, that is visual representation of speech
and visualization of immortality. Writing in Islamic calligraphy is considered as a composite art
that is combined image and word in a group of meaningful relationships. In this manuscript,
some letters in some words are designed distinctly than other words and letters. These words are
semantically meaningful in the text. In fact, there is a connection between the formal and
semantic features of the written sign, which is known in semiotics as internal iconicity. In
manuscript No.1200 internal iconicity is used in the representation of words that have a special
meaning in the verse and play a prominent role. This way of representing of letters has effect on
the perception of the sacred text by the audience. The visual representation of the written signs
in this Qur'anic manuscript represents the convergence of visual and verbal elements to create
meaning of the text. In fact, the script here does not only show language signs, but also exhibits

1. This article is extracted from doctoral thesis of first writer with the title of “Image and Text in The Art of Book of
The Sacred Texts in the Islamic and Byzantine Civilization”.
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the artistic and graphic features of the script that is used for divine Word. Designing and
arrangement of the letters together and changing the size and expending them are effective in
creating visual features and transmitting text messages. Here the calligraphy by approaching the
script to the image affects on the conceptual dimension of the message, and this kind of script
with its abstract forms is in accordance with the culture and beliefs of its audience. Visual
features of the text motivate the emotional response as well as effect on the interpretation of
written words. The words are not the only texts that have been interpreted, but also understood
as visual, real, and touchable objects.

Conclusion: The results of the research show that writing as a sign in Islamic calligraphy works
in two levels of form and meaning and leads to internal iconicity in the text from the visual and
semantic point of view. This iconicity is effective in understanding the meaning of the text. The
main difference between artistic and linguistic representation lay in the human variable. While
correspondence between the parts of the representation of the sign in the language of is
subconscious but in art is conscious. In his words, words can play a role that mutually affects
religious observation. The manner in which the words appear in the reader's mind will change
the worship response and the reader’s interpretation.
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