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Abstract

Introduction: In spite of diversity in definition, all forms of collective
action have a common property: a group of people cooperating for a public
good (Tomas, Louis, 2013). Because of the non-exclusive nature of public
goods, the rational action is to free ride and don't contribute to the collective
action. This is where the collective action problem arises. The collective
action problems can vary according to the contextual state of where and
when they are being studied. In this study, we tried to gain a better
understanding of the mechanisms and conditions which lead to
making collective action happen in Iran. There are some controversial
judgements about collective action in Iran. This study aims to make a clearer
idea about the issue, by conducting a field study research and analyze the
neighborhood collective action as the analytical unit.

Method: We used a multiple case studies method in our field survey
of collective action. We used purposive sampling and theoretical sampling
for finding our cases: “Ekbatan”, “Evin”, “Sharif residential complex” and
“Rahahan residential complex”.

Results and discussion: We suggest an empirical model of structures in two
levels: The contextual conditions ("Social capital”, "The neighborhood power
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structure™ and "Initializer agent'), and the strategical conditions (“framing" and
"mobilization"). This model represents different factors and concepts and the
interactions among them, which make neighborhood collective action possible.
The factors are derived from the field data of this study.

Conclusion: The interaction among the factors of our model leads to a
situation where collective action can happen. The concepts forming the
contextual conditions of collective action are "Social capital”, "The
neighborhood power structure™ and "Initializer agent” . It is the interaction
among these concepts that trigger the public good as the goal of collective
action. At the Strategy level, "framing" and "mobilization" are at work that
have a bilateral effect on each other. Framing brings legitimacy for the
mobilizations' mechanisms, and in return, the mobilization provides the
resources needed for resonating the framing of collective action. The chance
of having a successful collective action is also affected by the way structural
concepts of the contextual conditions interact with the strategies that agents
employ. Social capital makes the mobilization more accessible and create
trust. The ability to effectively interact with the neighborhood power
institutions, can bring legitimacy, make the mobilization process easier, and
reduce the overall cost of collective action. The initializer agent forms the
primary framing of the collective action and mobilize the primary forces and
resources needed. The interaction among these factors with the mutual effects
and the possibilities and restraints that they have on each other, make the
collective action possible. Understanding these factors and their restraining
and contributary effects on collective action is the first step for agents
who want to make any changes via the collective action. This usage will only
arise from the interaction of social agents' will and the structural constraints.

Keywords: collective action, public good, Social Capital, Resource
mobilization, Framing
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1. Bonding social capital
2. Bridging social capital
3. Lonking social capital
4. Reciprocity
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1. Framing

2. Action-oriented

3. Diagnostic framing
4. Prognostic framing
5. Motivational framing
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1. Resource mobilization
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1. Self-Production
2. Aggregation
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