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According to Christine Norberg Schultz, the architec-
tural identity of ancient cities splits itself into four
cosmic, romantic, classical, and compound patterns.
But does this view applies also to Iranian-Islamic cit-
ies? Schultz introduces genius loci of the space in Is-
lamic cities in his classification of cosmic cities, but a
quick look at the Islamic urban planning system re-
veals that this theory can be completely modified, at
least in the geographical area of Iran. Do all Iranian
cities possess a cosmic spirit? What is the model of
Iranian cities according to the structural model of the
theory of genius loci? Can the cultural and semantic
dimensions of the environmental context proposed in
this theory be accepted and generalized to Islamic en-
vironments? In this study, an attempt has been made
to explore Iranian cities and pinpoint their urban
model, and to localize this theory in Iran. The use of
indigenous urban patterns in urban design is one of
the valuable methods in this category that can help
design and shape an identifiable city. Today, due to
the spread of designs unrelated to the identity of cit-
ies and the disappearance of urban features, this
identity is increasingly diminishing. The use of urban
patterns is one of the useful methods in recovering
this identity and characteristics. To this end, the pre-
sent study, using qualitative interdisciplinary studies,
phenomenology and library studies and considering
climate, landscape and urban studies and the impact
of psychology on these components, attempts to pin
down the genius loci existing in Iranian-Islamic urban
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spaces, thus revising Schultz’s theory. Thus, Schultz’s
point of view and the theory of genius loci are first
examined. This study analyzes Iranian cities using this
theory in four forms: romantic, cosmic, classical, and
the composition of his choice. According to the typol-
ogy of these cities, the studies are carried out from
two perspectives: positional and semiotic, and in fact,
the structure of Schultz’s theory has furnished a me-
dium for defining the indigenous Islamic identity. The
results show that all four of Schultz’s models can be
defined in Iranian-Islamic cities, so that the character
and genius loci of each city are shaped by such factors
as climate, beliefs and culture, civilization and past
urban planning. Northern cities and some western
and northwestern cities with humid climates have the
genius loci of romantic places, central cities with dry
climates represent the genius loci of cosmic places
and northern cities and some central and western
cities reveal the genius loci of classical places.

The original idea of the City Garden in Western
urban planning to create sustainable complexes was
further linked to the environment in the 19th century.
This plan in the Middle East contains a spiritual con-
cept and was proposed in order to create an earthly
paradise. Safavid Garden City, with its composite
spirit, is a model for Iranian-Islamic cities as a utopia.

Keywords: Genius loci, Phenomenology, Iranian-
Islamic city, Safavid utopia.
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Table 1: Basic Elements and Dominant Factor in Three
Romantic, Cosmic and Classical Perspectives
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Table 2: the confinement and degree of openness in the
architecture of the three patterns of romantic, cosmic and
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Fig.1: Desert city outside Iran. Orientation and visualization

are facilitated by simple spatial elements that nature offers
(Noghrekar 2012)
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Fig. 2: The desert city of Nain in Iran. There are short
buildings with horizontal expanse and the site and the place
(desert sand) have an objective appearance.
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Fig. 3,4: Prague, Gorgan (Golestan). The romantic perspective is characterized by the endless multiplicity of different places.
The romantic city man must live with nature and intimacy
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Fig. 5: The geographical area of the Islamic world
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Fig. 6: Climate zoning of the world. The Islamic world, as well as Iran, has a variety of climatic characteristics.
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Table 4: An example of Iranian romantic cities compared to Schultz's proposal
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Fig. 7,8: Prague, Bandar Anzali (Gilan). In both cities, water fills the earth's crust, and man has shaped his living space in
opposition to water.
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Table 3: The results of studies in the romantic city
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Fig. 9,10,11: Khartoum (Sudan), Dezful (Khuzestan), Yazd (Yazd), in cities such as Khartoum, Dezful and Shushtar, etc. Despite
the existence of a river in the city, the texture is the same He follows the houses inwards and is not very extroverted. The main

dominance is with the sky, and the dome-shaped roof of the houses and the general escape from the sun have created many
commonalities between this city and our desert city like Yazd
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Fig. 12,13: Comparing the city of Prague with with the city of Gorgan, from right to left
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Fig. 14: The general model of romantic cities can be expressed in the form (Figl4) with geopolitical and topological geometry
versus geometric structure.
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Table 6: An example of Iranian cosmic cities compared to Schultz's proposal
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Fig.15,16. Introversion of collective spaces in Kerman, introversion in Khorasan houses
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Table 7: Survey results in the cosmic city

9y 9 b (Ko > 3l ¥ Cab g jlWlpdis ¥ 5 9 Olewsl oo Y o b pllazl o 29
Cogime | e | psb | L | ey | plewlbs | bls | coppane | cdbplanl | e
ol ol Conlo solesl | Cowg s e
)
ol | lese | @lSoes | sory | cusy | csleSe | e 2b; e oS
Cawl oW s ol gl Cuwl e oWl
I 8 I
4 porie Sl
(e
3 lales ) Gl e 8l I (IS Jae N g G Caly 51 9855 3 b epolo s 0 UL duaslie DA 9V g0
390 b Jlopll sl wiin [ SlaS gl Fig. 17,18: Comparing the structure of Khartoum city with Dezful city

5 el () gl L3y o g o e

W

Oyl alayly
Fig. 19: Shows an overview of the texture of the
cosmic city. Cosmic space is clearly geometric,
however, and is related to the interaction of what
can be called "labyrinthine space."
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Table 8: An example of classical Iranian cities compared to the Schultz proposal
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Fig. 20,21,22: Rome (ltaly), Isfahan (Isfahan), Sanandaj (Kurdistan). Classical perspective is determined neither by uniformity
nor by multiplicity.
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Fig. 23,24: Introversion in Isfahan houses, introversion and extroversion in Bushehr houses
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Table 9: Results of surveys in the classical city
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Fig. 27: Classical space unites the features of cognitive and
geometric position
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Fig. 25,26: Rome (Italy), Sanandaj (Kurdistan),diagram of

texture of the city
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Fig. 28: Damascus in the early 7th century BC. Fig 29: Bone marrow transplants in the early centuries of Islam from right to left
(Naghizadeh, 1374)
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Fig. 30: Map of Isfahan (Haghighatbin et al. 2011)
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