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Abstract

The divine essence has all perfective attributes because of the necessity of His
existence—that is, every attribute that counts as an existential perfection is
absolutely true of God. Now the question arises: What is the relation between
these perfective attributes and the divine essence? This paper seeks to provide
an account of attributive monotheism based on the “simple reality” (basit al-hagigqa)
principle. Here we adopt a descriptive-analytic approach to consider the role of
the “simple reality” principle in proving the attributive monotheism. Mulla
Sadra makes an appeal to the “simple reality” principle to prove all perfective
attributes for God as identical to His essence. His argument for the identification of
divine attributes and the divine existence is grounded in the simplicity of the
necessary existence and His exaltation from all kinds of quiddity-based compositions.
Moreover, this principle implies that the necessary being has all perfective attributes
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in the most complete and the strongest way. In his discussion of the relation
between divine attributes and His essence, Mulla Sadra believes in conceptual
distinction and token identification. Another corollary of the “simple reality”
principle for attribute monotheism is an explanation of how the divine essence
has attributes of acts and how similarity (tashbih) and transcendence (tanzih) might
be reconciled in the case of God.
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