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The narrative of satire critical of brotherhood of Alexander and Darius
Masoumeh Zandieh?, Dr. Timur Malmir?

Abstract

Due to his destructive role Alexander is remembered as an evil and
ominous figure in older Persian sources. But, due to the influence of the
Greek mythology and culture, recent sources have provided his figure
with an aura of greatness and virtue. Scholars well know that Alexander is
not given a positive picture in Shahnameh, although they mention two
evidences from the text which do not go with this total picture, namely his
description as a brother to Darius 11, and his being the subject of alon
episode in Shahnameh, the latter being regarded as the sign of the hig
value put on him by Ferdowsi. In this article, we will use the structuralism
a'op_roach to prove that the claimed brotherhood of Alexander and Darius
I1I"is not to compensate the defeat and restore national pride, but to serve
as a satire against the rulers whose ineptitude and treason pave the ground
for the coming of the invaders. The lengthy treatment of Alexander's
character is also due to the fact that he is the founder of the long-lasting
Seleucia Dynasty, regardless of how destructive his invasion was.
Denunciations of his action and devaluation of his ance_strY grov_e this
argument. Here, research data have collected by analytical By library
approach and have processed by analytical and descriptive methods.

Keywords: Alexander; Darius Ill, satire; Seleucia; Shahnameh;
structuralism
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