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Abstract

Understanding the impact of various factors on language testing is important.
Therefore, it is necessary to understand how they affect test scores in order to
design and standardize language tests (Bachman, 1990). Based on the same
logic and considering the need of fair reviewing for any tests claimed by ETS
(2010), it is essential to identify, reduce and eliminate factors unrelated to the
structure that hinder the optimal performance of test takers (Messick, 1989).

According to Vinson (2014), words themselves are a powerful tool for
expressing emotions. Does a factor such as vocabularies in a text stimulate
emotional reactions? When we read a text, we use our knowledge to
understand its vocabularies, but in addition, by reading the vocabularies,
emotion may be stimulated, which are deliberately not examined during the
test. This research is intended to investigate if the vocabularies of TOEFL
passages are likely to stimulate emotion as the construct-irrelevant factor
which could affect the accuracy and legitimacy of the TOEFL test. Also, our
hypothesis is that the amount of emotion evoked in the words of TOEFL texts is
different from each other, and other factors intervene in this category.

By using the initial pilot sampling and with the help of PASS Software to
determine the size of the final sample, 393 people were randomly selected by
Random Number Generator Software. In addition, according to the method of
detecting emotions by forming an emotional dictionry proposed by Turney
(2002), the present study labled parts of speech of each word and then the words
were grouped together as meaningful expressions into a five-page list of phrases
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like a dictionary. Through this method, the present study could determine the
intensity and valenance of the selected particpants’ emotions in relation to the
phrases selected from TOEFL iBT reading passages. Also, it was significant to
measure if emotional intelligence could be influential on the evoked emotions of
the words and phrases; thus, Emotional Intelligence Questionare of Schutte
(1998) was selected. The research procedure was that the selected participants
read three TOEFL passages without answering their reading questions; instead,
they did Emotional Intelligence Questionnaire and self-reported their emotions
through the five-page list of words and phrases.

The results of this study confirmed the wvalidity of the research
hypotheses, in the sense that not only the words and phrases of the three
TOEFL passages in this research caused emotions but also the three passages
were different in terms of emotion, and it can be argued that this can be a
construct-irrelevant factor when reading and comprehending TOEFL
passages.

The results of this study can increase the awareness of TOEFL test designers.
In other words, TOEFL test designers must consider the effect of emotional
elements in language assessment because these elements may disrupt the mental
order of test takers and can affect their performances. This study casts doubt on
the validity and reliability of the TOEFL as a standard test. ETS (2010) is
interested in a fair review of tests to identify and reduce factors unrelated to the
structure so it is useful considering the emotional interactions in the process of
assessing the validity and reliability of any tests.

Keywords: Emotions, Fair review, Construct-irrelevant factor, Emotional
intelligence, Reading
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Table 1 : Part of speech tags for extracting phrases (JJ , NN, RB and VB mean adjective,
noun., adverb and verb respectively).

First word | Second word Third word

(not extracted)

1 1 NN Anything
A RB VB Anything
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3. Vinson
4. Construct-irrelevant factor
5. ETS
6. Fairness review
7. Arnold
8. Cognitive
9. Appraisal
10. Reading comprehension
11. Mar
12. BOLD
18.Pishghadam
14. Emotioncy
15. Vocabulary test
16. Sentiment analysis
17. Computational Linguistics
18. Natural language processing
19. Sentiment
20. Opinion
21. Emotion
22. Judgment opinion
23. Belief opinion
24. Valance
25. Mixed
26. Neutral
27. Unstated
28. Believed
29. Disbelieved
30. Unsure
31. Multifaceted experience
32. Physiological arousal
33. Subjective feelings
34. Expressive behaviors
35. Action tendencies
36. Pishghadam and Esfahani
37. Mikolajcozae and Luminet
38. Emotional information
39. Cognitive appraisal
40. Liu
41. Sentiments
42. Sentiment lexicon
43. Miller
44. Peng and Park
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45. Sentiment lexicon generation approach
46. Dictionary-based approach
47. bootstrap

48. seeds

49. Word net

50. Seed sentiment terms

51. Dependency parse tree

52. Recursive neural networks
53. Parent nodes

54. Child nodes

55. Good user

56. Number generator

57. Pass

58. Power

59. Sentiment lexicon

60. Fixed synaptic structure
61. Part of speech tags

62. Phrase

63. Compound nouns

64. Wastson

65. Valance

66. PANAS

67. Intensity

68. Strauss and Allen

69. Emotional valence

70. Emotional intensity

71. SPSS

72. Cronbach's alpha

73. Emotional intelligence

74. Schutte

75. Salovey, and Mayer

76. Reagan

77. Attention restoration theory
78. Isolated and confined environments (ICE)
79. Alm

80. Ciarrochi and Mayer
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