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Abstract

The field of international health relations includes a set of international rules and
regulations, governmental and non-governmental actors, international institutions, and
the relationships among them that work within global health. The international health
system has undergone many changes in recent years, the main focus of which is the World
Health Organization, which since its establishment has taken effective measures to
develop and promote global health in coordination with governments. But despite
changes in international health regulations and the development of international
institutions, cooperation between international actors, especially governments, is
challenging in some circumstances. The corona pandemic, as a major source of concern, is
now exposing the international community’s fragility. Governments have shown
reluctance to make decisive decisions about this crisis. This reluctance stems, on the one
hand, that scientific evidence on the nature and extent of issues related to the disease
remains ambiguous and controversial, and on the other hand, possible conflicts of interest
have complicated the possibility of a global consensus. The question is: what has been the
performance of the international health system, especially as regards international health
regulations, the World Health Organization and governments, and is it worthwhile for
them to deal with the Corona pandemic? The results of the present study show that
despite the development of the global health system in recent years and its relative success
in the face of international crises, there is a need for institutional development and
strengthening of health diplomacy.
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INTRODUCTION

The coronavirus, which is increasingly resistant and without current treatments, is
spreading faster than previous pandemics around the world, raising public health
concerns at the national and transnational levels. In the current situation, there are
good reasons for thinking that global factors affect the health of a society, at least as
much as local or national factors. This raises the need for a better understanding of
the relationship between global, international, national and local factors in shaping
public health and as a moral imperative. But it is noteworthy that both modernists
and traditionalists in international relations do not have a proper framework for
understanding health policy. With the expansion and deepening of international
relations over the past twenty years, the relationship between international politics
and health issues has evolved. In this article, first, the formation of international
cooperation in the field of health is discussed, then the institutional system
governing global health is examined, and finally, the performance of the
international health system in the face of the corona epidemic and the forces
affecting it is evaluated. The results of the present study show that despite the
development of the global health system in recent years and its relative success in
the face of international crises, there is a need for institutional development and
strengthening of health diplomacy.

PURPOSE

The aim of the present study is to investigate the international health system
focusing on international health regulations and the functioning of the World Health
Organization and to evaluate the performance of this system in the face of the
Coronavirus pandemic.

METHODOLOGY

This research adopts the descriptive-analytical method. The research data are
collected from hard and electronic resources e.g. papers, books, journals, etc.

RESULT

The results of the present study show that despite the development of the global
health system in recent years and its relative success in the face of international
crises, there is a need for institutional development and strengthening of health
diplomacy.

DISCUSSION

International cooperation in health has expanded since the mid-nineteenth century.
When governments began health talks, efforts were limited to certain infectious



diseases, such as the plague and cholera, which posed a direct threat. But with the
expansion of trade and travel among governments, health diplomacy sought to
expand its activities to address the challenges of disease transmission nationally and
internationally, while reducing the burden of national remedies such as quarantine
imposed on international trade and travel. The issue of global health in international
relations strengthened and became more diverse after World War II.

New concepts and concerns emerged with the founding of the World Health
Organization in 1948. Contrary to the more restrictive directives of former
international health organizations, it broadly defined health and advocated for the
highest level of health as a component of fundamental human rights. International
health efforts during the Cold War, led by the World Health Organization, sought to
establish cooperation among existing national public health agencies. International
health during this period had two main objectives: one was the eradication of
diseases and the other was the expansion of primary health care. In recent years,
there have been developments in global health and significant challenges to the
legacy of the Cold War. The number of formal and informal global health
institutions has increased, leading to an explosion in the number and type of
international actors seeking to influence global health outcomes. Also, new regimes
and initiatives have been created in the field of global health problems and the issue
of health has appeared in the foreign policy of countries. Following the outbreak of
Ebola and the outbreak of cholera in Latin America and the plague in India in the
early 1990s, there was a need for stronger coordination among governments. Most
national governments were reluctant to report an outbreak that could harm tourism
and international trade. The prevalence of diseases and the case of Coronavirus
show that in a highly interconnected and interdependent world, insufficient
oversight and accountability in a single country can jeopardize the public health
security of people in other parts of the world. The processes of globalization -
including migration, environmental change, and widespread international travel -
have led to new biological, social, and political risks.

CONCLUSION

How the international community will deal with the Corona crisis will determine
the countries' approach to emerging diseases in the future. Global health is now
plagued by crises such as the global crises of the economy, energy, food insecurity,
climate change, and the economic and political damage that these crises cause. The
great powers are unlikely to make global health management a political priority in
the face of such ongoing challenges. But some researchers believe that with the
Corona pandemic, health interests and commitments have been sufficiently taken
into account in countries' foreign policy efforts, and that global health is unlikely to
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return to low politics. Therefore, it is necessary for the international system to
reform its previous health mechanisms and invent new methods. Creating a
comprehensive global health strategy in conjunction with national health systems
and adjusting national sovereignty is inevitable. Also inevitable is strengthening
health cooperation at the regional level, between countries and regional
organizations, and linkage to other economic and social issues.

NOVELTY

Until now, the issue of international health relations as an interdisciplinary field of
study has not been seriously addressed. Because, on the one hand, health studies
focus only on specialized medical issues, and on the other hand, international
relations studies are more concerned with international security issues. In this
article, an attempt has been made to form a strong link between these two areas.
The Coronavirus pandemic illustrates this well.
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1. World Health Organization (WHO)
2. Health For All (HFA)

3. Alma-Ata

4. Primary Health Care (PHC)
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1. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF)
2. Lakoff

3. Chelsea Clinton & Devi Sridhar
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1. Oguzlu

2. Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

3. International Health Regulations (THR)

4. WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC)
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1. Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)
2. Margaret Chan
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1. Influenza A virus subtype H5N1 (A/H5N1)
2. Global Influenza Surveillance Network (GISN)
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1. Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN)
2. Daivies
3. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
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1. Severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS)
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4. Yemen Cholera
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