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The Nature of “Personality” and its Ontological and Anthropological Basis, According to
Transcendent Philosophy

Marziyeh Akhlaghi~

Abstract

Personality, taken from the Greek word “persona”
means mask, refers to visible exterior
characteristics of people, the impressive level,
demands compliance and their social expectations.
But as it is an abstract concept, not only explaining
it scientifically is difficult, but also due to different
given definitions by a number of psychologists
which rooted in their worldview and their attitude
to human, culture and social conditions, they could
not provide an acceptable and single definition
concerning the personality. In the present study,
which is a descriptive one, by looking at the works
of Mulla Sadra and relying his ontology and
anthropology, we try to find the nature of
"character". The results suggest that all human
beings have a same essence while their characters
are deferent. Having a same inherence in all
human beings means they are same in creation but

“personality” is same as “existence configuration”

on a set of inherent and acquired attributes which
is specific for each person and determines each
person’s path in life. Personality consists of an
individual’s acquired virtues based on good or evil
thoughts and deeds and affected by environmental,
training and genetic factors, secondary natures and
good and evil traits which takes shape in each
individual and each one’s behavior is subordinated

by this shaped and consistent personality.

Keywords: Personality, Configuration, Nature,
Transcendent Human, Transcendent Philosophy,
Mulla Sadra.

—. Associate Professor of Philosophy, Payame Noor
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