Asian Culture and Art Sudies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 1, No. 1, Autumn and Winter 2022-2023, 179-207

https.//www.doi.org/10.30465/acas.2019.2694

A Semantic-Syntactic Examination of a Cinematic Genre,
Case Study: The Samurai Genre

Mohammad Ali Safoora’, Basir Salim Alageband”™

Amir Hassan Nedai™”

Abstract

Samurai genre, as one of most important parts of Japanese cinema history, had a
significant role, in its seven decades of life, in emerging artistic threads in Japanese
cinema, binging about a relative economical constancy for this cinema, and attracting
attentions around the world to this cinema. Since genre studies in cinema mostly have
been concentrated on Hollywood, especially on its studio system period, other cinemas,
including valuable genres like Samurai genre in Japan on which great filmmakers from
Mizoguchi and Kurosawa to Kobayashi and Oshima made films usually were neglected.
This article applies Semantic/Syntactic approach of Rick Altman in genre theory, which
regarded by genre theory experts most authentic theory for explaining cinema genres,
into Samurai genre. So we will analyze this genre through the approach in two semantic
and the syntactic sections by a descriptive/analytic method, and finally will provide a
general vision of the class of this genre.
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4. Toyotomi Hideyoshi (1536 or 1537-1598)

6. Great Bodhisattva Pass 1 aka The KOGEN-ITTO-RYU School [Dai-bosatsu toge: DAI-IPPEN,
KOGEN ITTO-RYU NO MAKI] (1935).

7. Daibosatsu Toge (1953).
Daibosatsu Tége - Dai-ni-bu: Mibu to Shimabara no maki; Miwa kamisugi no maki (1953).
Daibosatsu Tége - Dai-san-bu: Ry(jin no maki; Ai no yamano maki (1953).

8. Dai-bosatsu tdge Trilogy aka Sword in the Moonlight (1957-59).

9. Satan's Sword: Great Buddha Pass aka Daibosatsu tdge (1960).
Satan's Sword 2: The Dragon God aka Daibosatsu toge: Ryujin no maki (1960).
Satan's Sword 3: The Final Chapter aka Daibosatsu toge: Kanketsu-hen (1961).
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