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Abstract

Social capital and social identity are among the main factors in the continuity of social life.
Social capital will save individuals’ cost and time by facilitating the process of collaborating
to achieve common goals. Social identity can be a relatively stable perception of one's social
identity through one's resemblance to others formed during social processes and interactions
with other individuals and social groups, and creates a sense of belonging to others in the
group, class, and so on. Protecting rivers as a national asset and one of the country's most
important water resources in agriculture, economy, industry, transportation, health, drinking
and recreation is a necessity. Unfortunately, not much economic and social research has been
done so far. Due to the fact that any kind of interference and seizure in the river, both
quantitatively and qualitatively, causes different reactions, and if the changes are not in the
direction of legalizing the water and riverbed, over time, it requires a costly confrontation.
Therefore, it is necessary to present all the plans for organizing the river bed and boundary
based on a scientific and correct basis.

This research was an applied one and was descriptive-analytical in terms of the methodology
through using the survey and factor analysis methods. The statistical population included all
the exploiters of Seimareh River between Seimareh Dam and Gavmishan Bridge located in
Ilam and Lorestan provinces. A total of 2889 exploiters were selected and the sample size
was 202 individuals. Indicators used to measure the main variables of this study in the social
capital included social cohesion, social participation, social trust, sense of social security,
social insight and in the social identity included national identity, religious identity, ethnic
identity, family identity, and group identity.

The research findings indicated that the level of social capital of the respondents is low, so
that in terms of social capital, 45% of the users of the Seimareh River were at a low level.
Respondents were also at a high level in terms of social identity, with an average score of 4.5.
The social identity of 99.1% of the respondents was at a high level. Due to the low level of
social capital, other capitals were not effective and the development of the society would face
serious problems. So, in the implementation of river projects, a low social capital in the study
area would reduce the obligations, the potential capacity of the exploiters, effective executive
guarantees, and the adaptability of the exploiters. The degree of the social cohesion as
another component of the social capital in this study was considered. The statistical
population of the study had a moderate social cohesion. The findings were in line with the
results of studies done by other researchers. Also, the average social trust of the respondents
was moderate. The research results showed that the level of social trust of 22.7% of the users
of Seimareh River was low, 61.6% was moderate and 15.6% was high. In the present article,
for the first time, the role of social capital and social identity of exploiters in the management
of organizing and determining the boundaries of rivers has been measured and evaluated.
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