Shahid Rajaee Teacher Training University- Iran
Ontological Researches

semi-annual scientific journal

ISSN (print): 2345-3761 (online): 2676-4490
Type: Research

Vol.9, No. 17
spring & summer 2020

Journal Homepage: www.orj.sru.ac.ir

Levinasian Derrida; A Transition from Ontology to Ethics

Ehsan Kazemi'!
Mohsen Jamshidi?
Saeid Makhani?

Abstract

In this article, we seek to understand Derrida's philosophical thought and
resolve its ambiguity; our answer to this ambiguity is that Derrida must first
be understood and placed within the framework of Emmanuel Levinas'
discussions. Considering Derrida, in his own type, is very key and makes the
implicit meaning of his philosophy different. The reason for this development
is that in the general reading Derrida is considered to be the first heir of
Nietzsche and then Heidegger, which is placed on the intellectual horizon of
the two and in the tradition of metaphysical critique of the two. Levinas-based
view of Derrida means that his philosophy is a transition from Heideggerian
philosophy, that is ontology, to morality. That is, Derrida's words, within the
language of Levine, fall within the framework of justice. According to this
statement, the main question of the present article is how the precedence of
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morality over ontology in Derrida's philosophy can be revealed? Accordingly,
Derrida's intellectual endeavor should be seen as an attempt to move beyond
ontological issues, and his method of deconstruction should be considered as
an analysis that is not in the realm of existence but in the binding force of
morality, an action that goes beyond and recognizes it.
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Problem statement

When we look deeply, it seems that Derrida's views are perfectly consistent
with those of Levinas, or that what these two thinkers have said is consistent,
or that Derrida is a Levinasian. Our argument is that there is a strong trace of
Levinas' motives on Derrida, or even the moral themes of him has influenced
Derrida, and that Derrida used them to promote his Levinasian ethics.
Therefore, the main question of the present article is how to show the
precedence of morality over ontology in Derrida’s philosophy.

Method

The method used in the present article is the library research which has been
done by referring to the works and writings of Derrida, Levinas, Heidegger
and others.

Findings and results

The result of this article shows that Derrida's concept of deconstruction is
compatible with Levine's infinite morality. Thus, we must say that the
precedence of morality over ontology in Derrida's thought is understandable
on the basis of his belief in the structure of difference and deconstruction.
This structure, which always refers to the other, and in which the moral aspect
lies, due to its attention to the other, is a cognitive presupposition influenced
by Levinas. Thus, the internal structure of difference and deconstruction is a
moral structure.
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. Epoche

. Intentionality
. Nourishment
. Sensuality

. Egoism

. Theology

. Logocentrism
. Différance

. Ex Nihilo

10, Phonocentrism
11, Rejection

12, Protowriting
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