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Extended Abstract

The method of this research is descriptive-analytic and the data of this research have been
collected through a library and field study (questionnaire). The statistical population of
the study is the rural population of Ardabil city with a population of 74536 people. To
calculate the sample size of this society, Cochran formula was used and the family size
criterion was used to determine the sample size of the villages and the sample size was
estimated to be 358. The face validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by the professors
of Mohaghegh Ardabili University and Tabriz University. Also, using Cronbach's alpha,
the reliability of questions in the cultural traditions section was 0.79 and in the sustainable
livelihoods section of 0.78, which can be said that the questions presented have an
acceptable reliability coefficient. The data were analyzed using SPSS 21 software. Pearson
correlation test and regression were used. Results showed that there is a positive and
significant correlation with coefficient of 0.63 between cultural traits variable and
sustainable livelihoods in rural areas. Also, the beta coefficient showed that 0.63 percent of

cultural trends predict the changes in the sustainable livelihoods of villagers.
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INTRODUCTION

Individuals and communities have their own values, meanings, customs and
knowledge systems that affirm identity and diversity and play a key role in
sustaining livelihoods. However, such features have been frequently ignored in
development planning. Too frequently, development practitioners have perceived
cultural norms and traditions as being quite separate from and unaffected by
development values, suggesting that cultural diversity has no ‘economic importance’
(Throsby, 2001). This kind of development has affected the lives of many
communities whose hopes and imaginations are inseparable from the production
and reproduction of meanings, symbols, customs and knowledge (North and
Cameron, 2000; Radcliffe, 2006).

One of the most significant post-modern insights is that tradition or ‘pastness’
(Appadurai, 1981) is a valuable renewable resource. For many rural researchers, the
espousal of social constructionism represents a cultural turn that has deflected rural
studies away from its fundamental core of concern for socio-economic change in
rural space (Cloke, 2006).

In focusing on culture and development, this paper supports the livelihood
perspective as a pragmatic approach under which cultural knowledge and traditions
can be explicitly treated as resources in the context of achieving sustainable
community development. The paper demonstrates the extent to which these
cultural complexities and rural lives are interconnected in terms of both livelihood
choices and opportunities and in building up various livelihood assets in the shape
of human, social, natural, financial and physical capital. The livelihood perspective
facilitates a better understanding of how and where culture becomes central in
development interventions and how culture is conceptualized and incorporated into
the process of community development. As a result, it is suggested, development
interventions can be more effective and beneficial to those people whose lives are
being changed, the role of cultural values and attitudes as obstacles to or facilitators
of progress has been largely ignored by governments and aid agencies. Integrating
values and attitude change into development policies, planning and programming is
a promising way to ensure that in the next fifty years, the world does not relive the
poverty and injustice that most poorer countries, and underachieving ethnic
groups, have been mired in during the past half century (Huntington, 2000, 5).

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to investigate the role of cultural traditions in
sustainable rural livelihoods.



METHODOLOGY

The research method was analytical -explanative survey type. It can be said that
studied population in this study consists of all villagers living in rural areas of
Ardabil County in 2019 (N= 74536), among which 358 persons were selected as
statistical sample using Cochran formula. Sample size was determined based on the
Cochran’s formula and the required data were collected through questionnaires.
Content validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by professors and experts and
its reliability was determined based on Cronbach's alpha (0.78-0.79). The data were
analyzed using SPSS 21 software. Pearson correlation test and regression were used.

RESULT

Results showed that there is a positive and significant correlation with coefficient of
0.63 between cultural traits variable and sustainable livelihoods in rural areas. Also,
the beta coefficient showed that 0.63 percent of cultural trends predict the changes
in the sustainable livelihoods of villagers. At the end of the research, according to
the results analysis, practical suggestions were made.

DISCUSSION

This paper has sought to demonstrate how traditional culture can play an important
role in achieving community sustainability. We do not advocate an over-
dependence on the traditional context, but recognizes the value of incorporating
cultural factors into SL development processes, so that they are more in harmony
with traditional values and local aspirations, while prioritizing local needs and
resource capacities. The SL approach is a valuable tool for appreciating both
tangible and intangible aspects of community livelihoods, but there is a need for
greater understanding and more emphasis on cultural capital that conceptualizes
culture as an asset which can significantly strengthen sustainability.

CONCLUSION

The acceptance of traditional culture as a vital part in community sustainability and
overall development processes represents a shift from a preoccupation with
centralized, technically oriented development solutions of the past that failed to
improve livelihoods for many rural communities.

This shift can only be achieved when the significance of traditional culture has
been recognized and incorporated into development strategies. Rural livelihoods
and communities are sustainable when they can show resilience during stressful
conditions, and enhance capabilities and assets, while providing livelihood
opportunities for successive generations. Culture and cultural capital are important,
but considerably neglected, aspects in ensuring SLs. Through exploring traditional
culture in relation to a specific rural-livelihood context, this paper has shown how

Iranian Cultural Research

Abstract




Iranian Cultural Research

Vol. 12
No. 4
Winter 2020

traditional culture can be viewed as an important resource and should be
incorporated into discussions of sustainable community development. However, as
Agrawal (1995) and Briggs (2008) argue, traditional/ indigenous knowledge is often
place specific and is therefore not easily transferable over geographical space. It is
also important to recognize that traditional culture can be a distinctive asset of
perhaps one or more small communities and it could be both difficult and
inappropriate to generalize across a range of rural settings.

NOVELTY

The practical applications of this research include: contribute for planning of rural
development and the social applications of this research includes: contribute for
planning of cultural Development.
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5. Department for International Development (DFID)



O g ) Al ((as 3 5 oozl 5L 5 ol «solal 3l sl
ol 55 drwwss Sladllas dns o 5 5 pmar ply L HILL Clims 5,55, (Y000
Crlr s b 5 ASuole (Shsesill pibe 3 S cpl LT Sl
Gblie 53 8 2alS (gl A3 Jl 534S el 1305 (glay 358 )3 pliansy Sl Sbiome
MO s GBlaal CFYA Y 00 Y 8 s eI il e Jlos |y cdies pliess
= 5 iy Gy LB )| (bl 5, b L adilis plar) Cole B JalS Juls
b s Glas=iS 53 o 3l (ol Clims 9l 45 Sl (ks mlie ) L abloes
3 i ol Ciane 5.5 5, (VY AT OUSen 5 p s (6 8) das g JSLS
lre s gl e Sl gl GRndlea (il wuls y olins) dr s bl
ol OlsSes Ml Ctme gl 5350 55 oKl w5 bl Coime 3l ool
(AT San 5 8) S8 S a0 53 canan (Ol s e 1M | p e
S ol Cime s aly il gl Cine  (g3lal anu g 5 Sladl anass el
soul gl by lalele acdla, ol CuS 5 L 5 AiS e oslinul Oislite glaisla, (ol
23 S)late glaelSus i 5 b ) S sl Clione ] o0 35 4 Il hene
3550 6312 Ol by dmgd Emlo 53 48 8 L dms 5 CSHloe (B 4t
ol sl 51 (S olsiear Cotons gl (Ui gbay 4S5 it Sl ol o35 455
()b 4 ol 03l L (6 sl Sladllan 55 Uy 5 Sl ol sl ol 8
Jolis 5o ey (ls 51,8 sl (LS5l om0 53 (6 s Ol LS ol
IR a3 0 el et SOl 5 2 (658 (6 p g E ik 5 5 rheme g S50
VAT (a5 505iS) 33l o rgmmimn [y (plis ) aslsm 53 Culims (511
Cbge Ly LBl 4Bl g5 Ol Jilaws 5 lalins; 4 48 (6,8 o glaaeli
Aal s peda s a5 b 5 Sl S pae Wiy 53 oo j5boay 315 635l 550 5
ool Lol sl ¢ sad 5 (salys Sl lie 55 Ul (6 dscand 5 ololins

035 0 3skate s ASL SVL (GladaT)s sl olinss 0l 03, el 5 (e Lo i

1. Child Hope Foundation (SHF)

Ot Ko p Dl anlilaad

\F¥

Foled ¢V Yoy0
VWA Glims)
ALk



Ol Ko p Dl asliba
VFO

S glaiw i

- &
JH._\\:;_......_\MJ:

353990 SN s 4 a5 b L] o sladia L5l s Skl ) S ol arw g
el S ) G olo e 5 300U 55 8l St 5 B () Ao Labis
L (VO OYAY (hlKer 5 S 5) Sl (65 10 Ololinsy Sl Cliams 4 a5 nnlbo
L;utsuszé\,ugjéuwjmPﬂswuwo\jsw 3,555 o) B3
S8 sl olgean HoL Cdms ciplas (Y AYAY ol SLal) 55 ial sl
anw g 3Ll bs Al (gadate Madlinn 5 sthesis ¢ olanl o gl sl 5 adgs
55 o tadl i 05 5 S8 55l ol ln ol T o lolan s s Hladl i
A a0 SaS 5 o 1m0 idions polie b oo Sl Sins slo S i
(V444 (63 T Gl (63) Sl 4 S 51 3 Las 5,58 ol y3 5 ol
sy el 3 al Glgrear 5 Il Clome sl Olgiea a5l 3l glaeyss )
(Ll sl Ctlig 5 Oplge o ihsel) Slusl ale s slaadlse ol o358 o 0l
el GlaasS i) elanal dle s (O ol 5 (65 )5L0S Dligas) (S 52 e pun
3oy 28 5 Sl sl ) e glaagle o (T b )3 030 SS)ie
DLk By ol R Dibea 958 o ((ank i) (ad Glaale
Mol Cians 5550 Lao S5 55 o e 3V S0 V448 dlu o Ll Jadlige dnss
ks slazaly 5 oo Sl asles s sl e 6580 () (T 08 (8) Cud
S5 sy A g W) 3 Sl slazxl Gl ¢l > 5 (b o
Clil gl b Ao ol QLl Clims Sl (S ) sban d) 0 S
Sty 5355 oo o 0S Capg 3,5 ) s oo al)) plig) Clims  Sdaes
i S gy 5 pealS s Jlai 53 L S S5ei b has 45 cdieplolas
Lo LSe35 55 805 0l 4 (10 VA ¢ 530SCul) oo 13 a5 3550 |y ol
dngs 5 Ctme 3550 33 el (ALK Coom i 5 o)l (585 51 )
Jeole i vzl ol 03 (VY 444 T LS 5 ) S e Sl gl

1. Scoones
2. Ashley & Carney



Ly 533,50 55 5 2ol b L1 Jalos oa b sty s U 51 Jaws Lol
Sl e 281 (S5 850055 5 3,5 mshaes 55 Dlaadls b OIS = shas 55 bakis; 03l
VY Y 8)
Lol sl (53400 2 HLS giws )3 ol Clime 5,5 55 (205 Qb
Olpei 5 by i Gl (2lie 5 ol Gszeen LIS 00 Oler il )3 arwrsd
D58 ol 53 MY ATAYN (58 5 ppanes) 3,5 )13 e 250 B ol
Sl ol ASTT oy a0 (63,8055 ol Cine 3,50 ) 5 ey bl
ey 5o Ol 3l (glansls 5l Sy St (5lasaly ¢l by (00 (Y 0 0 A Ml )
Flarl Gl sSb dal g |y ol ol 5 oo 48 Sl gyl 3 osliial 5 ol 4 o 2w
slag S ) S gla Sy (baploslw 5 Laslg « elal Laly))
(o 5 ST oD ( JLSE3) James slasly 55 5 bS5 5 (sslal slasy
(silare Oy ot polis s Lig 5 LU (515 S (F-0 Yoo T Halul) 58 s
SN lassans bl o 5ghe Gas )l (ool ol o sghe s sl Blis IS
S o bl 1) olie ol Jalyy 5 4 S S8 0L Clans 3,0 55 55 polis
5 oreb e Sy e 8 B3I Soly (TU1 T ) ol Sl Ctiome gl
Sl s S gl ol aBdS glaaas o b s el plisy Cldons
Ctme ol SOl 4l ans b 2alS gl 3V (5 Salsliae 5 b
Ssnyse slac Il 5 (OlJUas 5 o aazs 5 0) ba bl dagdiall 55 505,55 5
OLadsbs ow g ol Clns 3,50 55 31 oo sgie Jo oy poddias Ll . Conl (S5 sl

(Y sla JS2) Sl 0 &) 5 3 Ml dnns

1. Serrat
2. Pasteur
3. Sustaining Rural livlihood
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