Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 12(4), 29-50, Winter 2020

Khelghati, M., & Molaei, H. (2020). The reception of Instagram users of the
“traditionlist women” discourse. Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 12(4), 29-50.
doi: 10.22035/jicr.2019.2172.2689

Doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2019.2172.2689 URL: http://www.jicr.ir/article_403.html

2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

The Reception of Instagram Users of the “Traditionalist
Women” Discourse

Marzieh Khelghati', Hamideh Molaei’
Received: Jan. 02,2019;  Accepted: Jun. 05, 2019

Extended Abstract

This study aims to investigate the discourse about traditionalist women on a popular
social media platform, i.e. Instagram. Therefore, ‘Tast-e Sir’ video which was part of a
television program about family values was selected as the case study. In this video, a
family counselor, advised women to express their love and affection to their husbands
through washing their spouse’s feet in a tub of water or milk. The video became very
controversial and was distributed vastly on different types of social media including
Instagram. The main question of the paper is the discourse about women that are
represented on this video. In addition, this study seeks to understand the reception of
Instagram users from this discourse according to the Hall encoding-decoding theory.
Critical discourse analysis based on the Fairclough model was conducted to answer
the first question. A qualitative content analysis was used to answer the second
question. The results of the study show ‘traditionalist women’ being the dominant
discourse on the video. The results also show that ‘oppositional code' is the dominant
reception among Instagram users.
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INTRODUCTION

Contemporary Iranian history contains many conflicts in female narratives
between tradition and modernity. Women have been reforming their
traditional role in the private sphere of their life to achieve a more social
role in the public sphere of the society. Social media has become the main
platform for displaying this discourse due to ease of access and usage. On
29th January 2018, a video which was later known as the ‘Tait-e Sir’ video
was published on social networking platforms. The 2:15 minute’s video was
originally a part of a longer program on national television where a woman
counselor advised women to wash their husband’s feet in a tub of water or
milk (Sir) to show their love and affection to their husbands. The video was
streamed many times and became very controversial.

PURPOSE

There are two main purposes in conducting this study: 1. the first aim is to
investigate the type of discourse represented from a woman in the video clip.
2. The second aim is to understand Instagram user’s reception of this
discourse according to the Hall encoding-decoding theory. The paper is
going to attempt to answer the following research questions: How does ‘Tast-
e Sir' video represent the discourse of traditionalist women? And what are the
majority of receptions among Instagram users regarding this video?

METHODOLOGY

To answer the research questions, this study employs both critical
discourse analysis and qualitative content analysis. Critical discourse
analysis based on the Fairclough method is used to examine the type of
discourse represented by the ‘Tast-e Sir’ video from a woman. Qualitative
content analysis was utilized to assess the popular responses among
Instagram users regarding the video.

The case study of this article was the widely shared ‘Tait-e Sir’ video
which was part of a 45 munities television program titled “On the Horizen
of Paradise” [Be Ofoq-e Behest] on Taban Channel broadcasting in the
Yazd province. The controversial video became widely distributed and
shared on different social networking platforms including Instagram.

The data for qualitative content analysis was collected when posts with
the ‘Tait-e Sir’ hastag’ were published on Instagram. Data was gathered
during 8 days. Altogether 63 post and comments were gathered and
analyzed.



RESULT

The results of critical discourse analysis which was conducted based on
three stages of description, interpretation and analysis using the Fairclough
approach show that the ‘Tait-e Sir’ video represents an image of a
traditionalist woman who should be able to keep the family relationships
bound. This type of discourse has been re-produced on national television.
They put the burden of keeping the family together on the women’s
shoulders in favor of men.

The results of the study regarding the response from Instagram users
show all codes mentioned by Hall ie. ‘hegemonic-dominant’, ‘negotiated’
and ‘oppositional’ codes were observed among user receptions. However,
the ‘oppositional’ receptions were highlighted and more diverse.

CONCLUSION

This study investigates the reception of traditionalist women by Instagram
users. First the type of representation a woman was given on ‘Tast-e Sir
video was assessed using the Fairclough critical discourse analysis. Based on
the analysis this study concluded that by offering unusual instructions and
suggestions for showing love and affection to husbands ie. washing their
feet in a tub of water or milk, it burdened women with even more
responsibility to keep their family morale up and to improve bonding in the
best possible way. This study also concludes that the reaction and response
from Instagram users to this video was mainly negative and opposed the
instructions on the video. In other words, the ‘oppositional code' was the
dominant reception among Instagram users.

NOVELTY
The novelties of this article are as follow:

1. It investigates not only the discourse of a controversial video on social media,
but also it examines the users’ response towards this discourse.

2. It distinguishes the traditional woman from the traditionalist woman who is
different with the former in terms of higher social status such as education, career
and being more active in the society.
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