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By the middle of the Qajar period, the discursive sphere in Iran gradually affected by a kind of
modern awareness and a need for national identity. Indeed, the rise of nationalism as a modern
idea provided the context for attention to cultural heritage. It was after the Constitutional
Revolution (1906 AD) and with the opening of the National Assembly that policy-making and
institutionalization began. It was in line with this institutionalization that in the last years of the
Qajar period, a group of political elites founded an association called the National Relics Society
(NRS). This society has undertaken a variety of activities aimed at identifying and celebrating
cultural heritage, such as holding lectures, identifying and restoring historic buildings, and
erecting monuments. The present study aims to examine the cultural-historical context within
which the NRS was established. It explores that what groups and in what manner contributed
to the emergence of the NRS? To answer these questions, it has been organized by historical
method and is based on the analysis of the content of first-hand sources. The findings provide
us with the efforts of three groups: intellectuals, political elites and orientalists in the plan of
necessity, objectification, and the continuation of the NRS. The results show that the ideas of
the intellectuals, which were mostly reflected in the periodicals, provided the basis for the idea
ofthe NRS. In addition, political activists became a practical arm for the idea, and eventually the
Orientalists, by expressing their views, played a role in perpetuating and enriching its activities.

Keywords National Relics Society; Historical Relics; Architectural Heritage; Contemporary
Architecture
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