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Abstract:
The purpose of this study isto present “differential urbanization”
theory and to test this theory for the case of Iran during 50 years
between 1950- 2000 for 10 statistical periods. First the differential
urbanization theory has been presented and then has been pointed the
case studies employed this theory. Finally, we applied this theory for
anayzing urban system of lran. The survey of this theory for Iran
shows that its urban system has passed “urbanization” phase since
1950 and has passed three stage of it to 1975 respectively and since
1975 to 1995 has passed two stage of the “polarization reversal” phase
and enters to “counter urbanization” phase. The results of this study
shows that totally differential urbanization theory conforms to Iran’s
urban system trend, but shows some differences with urban system of

Iran.

Keywords: differential urbanization, Iran, urbanization patterns.



