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The Peace-Seeking Policy of the Last Safavid Kings towards the
Ottoman Rulers (1038-1135 AH)
(Evidenced by the Written Document)

Jahanbakhsh Savagheb'
Anvar Khalandi?
Farhad Parvaneh®

Abstract: The Safavid and the Ottoman relations, which was of dual nature of
war and peace before Zohab Peace Treaty (1049 AH (1639 AD)), turned into
cooperative relationship and a convergence based on peace and interests due to the
religious, military political, economic and rational reasons, which continued up to
the end of the Safavid dynasty. This friendship and peaceful relation, which is called
peace-seeking approach, is one of the most important aspects of the foreign policies
of the Safavids in this era. This is obvious in the documents sent by the Safavid
kings and in their political maneuvers in their commitment to abiding by the peace
treaty and avoiding any military clash with the Ottoman government. The present
paper aims at investigating the peace-seeking policy of the Safavid kings with regard
to the Ottoman government in the last century of the dynasty, from King Safi to
King Sultan Hossein, based on the written documents and the role of religion in this
policy. The research method is descriptive-analytical. The research findings show
that the main strategy of the Safavids’ foreign policy with regard to the Ottoman
government in this age was the principle of peace and peaceful coexistence as well
as abiding by the Zohab Peace treaty. This policy was under the influence of
religious teachings as well as concrete realities that were effective for the existence
and survival of the Safavid government.

Keywords: Safavids, Ottoman, peace-secking, written documents, Zohab Peace
Treaty, religion.
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1 “ Diplomacy and Political Relations between the Ottoman Empire and Safavid Iran, 1639-1722”
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