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Abstract

Problem Definition: What are the reasons for Saudi Arabia's conservative foreign policy shift
to an aggressive approach after the Arab spring in Yemen?

Purpose: Investigating and analyzing the causes of the Saudi military invasion of Yemen
from two geopolitical and ideological aspects and its impact on Saudi Arabia's balancing
policy with Iran.

Methodology: The study was conducted using the descriptive-analytic method. Data
collection method was library one using scientific and research papers and online sites. The
theoretical framework of this paper was derived from the theory of balance of power, which
emphasizes the (relative) equality of power between the two rival blocs, providing a useful
theoretical framework for examining the shift in the conservative approach of Saudi foreign
policy to the aggressive approach following the Arab spring developments in Yemen.

Result: The findings of this article suggest that Ansarullah's full control over Yemen could
change the balance of power for Iran's benefit by endangering Saudi security (provoking
Shiites in the south and east as well as threatening oil transit through the strategic Bab al-
Mandab Strait) and expand its sphere of influence in the Middle East. Saudi Arabia has
changed its conservative foreign policy approach to an aggressive foreign policy towards
Yemen after changes in Islamic awakening for expanding its influence and maximizing its
security on the one hand and to curb the expansion of Iranian influence in the region with the
aim of weakening the axis of resistance and balancing strategy on the other.

Keywords: Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Regional Competition, Balancing, Houthis, Bab
al-Mandab Strait.
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