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y-From time to time, a poem enlightens the text.

y-praised

f-Historian reglects the environment
d-prosperity

#-In frastructure

v-Vtensils

A-acquired

3-Subjective in fluences

\ - -stocks

\\-renew

\v-Cultural activity
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Governments should encourage, the private participation along
with a sensible government supervision.

Economic securities sholud be warranted as a vital strategy. Con-
sistent democracies (which is compatible to islam), should be en-
couraged. Socio—culturally, some dimensions of constitutional laws
should be reformed. The dynamic principle of the "Ejtehad" can have
a crucial role in this connection.

The potentiality of social capital like Justice, trustiness, brother-
hood, and the like should be supported and encouraged'®. Combating
with all kinds of coruptions in moslem societies (illegal rents, riba,
beribery, lie in contracts, deceiving behaviour and so forth), com-
mitment to the law, are among other islamic institutions which are

also compatible with rationality(Ibn saad, 1985).

Regionally:

one significant cause of vulnerability, I think that MCs have en-
countering globalization, is the lack of integrity among themselves.
These large numbrs of MCs (57 countries) with religious similari-
ties, considerable economic resources, and noble people, can re-
solve so many problems and proceed in comprehensive development.

For instance, it can bementioned: re — organizing those econo-
political unions, (12 of which were listed previously), enhancing inter
—country social capital which is a valuable backing for development,
resolving religious difrences, establishing a common market along
with a common monetary unit, establishing a moslem monetay fund
or enforcing the IDB, organizing a regional islamic tax (Zakat or the
like) to finance the welfare policies of the poor people in MCs,

among others.
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2- I emphasize that: "new — classical macro- model" is another theoretical base for neoliberal
policies.
3- Generally speaking cold war period is 1947 — 1989.
4-Two pioneering countries which advocate the neoliberal policies are U.K. and U.S., both of
them have participated in current Iraqi war which has been declared by UN as iligitimate one.
5-Lindblom stipulates that : "democracy and the market are at odds"(Lindblom, 1982).
6-1 (following Stiglitz) do not use "developing countries" statement, because realy most of them
are not developing (stiglitz stipulates that : "The most pressing economic problem of our time is
that so many of what we usually call developing economies, are in fact not developing (Dawson,
2003).
7- Professor Mushakuji stipalutes that : casino capitalism generates a funny kind of democracy,
for the will of the people is faithfully reflected in the economic decissions and represent the will
of people in Walstreet (Ibid).
8-Eimerates, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Seyria, Iran, Lebanon and Eygept are also engaging
in lanndering money among others (they have been ranked after, Luxamburg, U.S and Switzer-
land).
9- just now there are five thousands languages, one of wich is dieing in each 15 days.
10- As if free market is centralized internally, discentralized internationally.
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16- It is not very surprizing that Francis Fukoyam stipulates on trusty as a generator of making
alternative for neolibral globalization (Fukoyama, 1992).
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Internationally:

MCs along with establishing domestic and regional efforts can
actively participate in some kind of international management to safe
guard themselves and also other weak countries from destructive
impact of globalization, and at the same time benefit of its useful
consequences. MCs in this regard can support other international
organizations (like UN).

In brief (following professor Moshakojy): to respond to demor-
alizing elelments of globalization, it is requiring to organize a
remoralizing compaign. We (obeying our prophet) can publicize that,
islam is advocating peace, justice and brotherhood."” So MCs can go
a head dynamically, while maintaining their cultural principles
(Baihagqi, 1985).
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of some of the members. Some unions in MCs have ceremonial
character(not efficient and empirical one). Some do have intoler-
able personality and do not endure each other. Ofcourse some of the
dificuties are related to the economic and political inefficacies in-
side the MCs. Finally the considerable gap between accelerated and
changeable world and the static situation of MCs is another major
problem.

People today have different ideas of religion, government, free-
dom, democracy, relative to 1980s, and even 1990s. The moslem
statemen and scientists, should pay attention to these important ele-
ments, should be the friend of people and help them to get their
rights. Consesus and consent of the people of MCs is related to the
legitimacy of their government. Propessor Habermas stresses on
this problem as a signal of crisis in pure capitalism(Habermas, 1976).

Constitutional laws and, mechanism of governances, in MCs do
have some inefficiencies which should be and could be reformed
based on islamic principles (and by using ejtehad) to be consistent

with the contemporary global circumestances.

4- Concluding remarks and preliminary steps for ways out of
dificulties

In this final section I list some presciptive steps to be taken by
MC:s for future take off.

Domestically:
Establishing some kinds of financial and managerial policies
are needed in MCs. The marco economic major problems like in-

flation, and unemployment should be resolved.
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may succeed because of their cooperative behaviour but moslems
fail because of their noncoopertive spirit and manner (Saleh, 1975)."

So integrity of MCs is crucial and strategic. Globalization is now
a reality, but it is not a unique version; professor Walters distin-
guishes between globalization one (G1) and two (G2).One may be
neolibral and two be another one(Walters, 1995). So MCs can use
G1, G2, G3 (consistent with their societies). Some others stipulate
that founding the alternative global version is ethically justifiable
(Donaldson, 1989). Professor Stiglitz stipulates that globalization
needs to be modified seriously and the government can have an effi-
cient role in this connection(Friedman, 2002).

Professor Mushakojy suggests another way to face with incon-
sistent impacts of neoliberal globalization. He stipulutes that: It is
essential at this turn of the century to build a broad — based alliance
of all the social forces which want to fight back against the unethical
and demoralizing forces backing the casino economy, and to reaf-
firm the true nature of democracy, human rights, human security and
human develoment, and all other values coopted and distorted by the
gamblers in the global casino.

A common front based on shared interest is not being comodified,
exploited or excluded, and shared values of democratization, human
rights and human seurities should be organized. As we mentioned in
the previous sections, although MCs had established a great deal of
cooperative units (unions, organizations, etc), some of them have
been failing. The factors behind that is somehow familiar and could
have been removed easily. For example some shortcomings of the
ECO, ASEAN, D-8 growp, OIC, Arab — common markt and Arab

union are related to disagreement and non — cooperative behaviour



its gross sales exceeded the GDP of all but seven developing coun-
tries (China, India, Brazil, Indonesia, Mexico, Argentina and South
Korea). The five largest MNCs, had earned revenues in excess of
the GDP of many developed countries, inclucling switzerland, Aus-
tralia, Spain, Sweden, Canada, and Belgium.

Were we to examine the 150 largest economic entities (both com-
panies and countries), we would find that more than half (86) were
MNC:s (Todaro, 2000). Another outcome of neolibralism which en-
dangers the under developed countries in general and MCs in par-
ticular is the emergence of global casino.

Speculation and nominal activities with exchange has grown as-
tronomically during the dominance of neoliberalism. However, mere
speculation is illegal in islamic economics(Dadgar, Najafi, 2001).
In 1977 forign exchange trading amounted to $10 billion per day. By
the mid — 1990s, this trading has risen to $1. 3 trillion per day or
over 400 trillion per year.

3-2- Basic realities

Although MCs are powerful entities potentially, they are not
in suitable sitaution actually. One dificalty regarding actual situation
of MCs is lack of unity among these great population. Moreover,
Holly Quran says: and hold fast all of you together to the rope of
God and be not divided among yourselves.'?

If each one belives in God, his angels, his books and his messen-
gers, we make no distinction between one and another."* And also
our prophet (puph), stipulates that: you moslem do not contradict
with each other, otherwise you will be destructed.!* Cruel people
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tion of societies, I have elided a centeral issue: transformation to
what kind of society and for what ends? Some have worried that de-
velopment will destroy traditional values. In some cases, there will
be a clash between science and traditional beliefs. But development
today often focouses on the preservation of cultural values. Main-
taining social organization and enhancing social capital are part of
the key successful development transformation.

At the other hand, some dimensions of neolibral patterns of glo-
balization are not compatible to MCs, because of some familiar rea-
sons. It 1s extreemist in market orientation, it also does not consider
the norms and ethical elements which are essential for MCs. The
place of ethics in islam is such that prophet(puph) says that: "I have
been appointed to complete the favours of ethics.'!

Also as a result of global neolibralism over the past several de-
cades, inequalily of income and wealth has increased dramatically.
In 1960 the countries with the richest 20 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, had aggregate income thirty times that of those countries with
the poorest 20 percent. By the peak of globalization in 1990s that
ratio had risen to forty — five to one; by 1989 it stood at fifty —nine
to one.

So inequality between rich and poor countries doubled. The com-
parison, between rich and poor, within each country gives even more
dramatic results. The UNDP estimates that in that priod the ratio of
the average income of the world’s richest 20 percent to that of the
poorest one, had, reached 150 : 1 (UNDP, 1992).

The largest multinational company (MNC) in 1993, General
Motors, had sales revenues in excess of the GDP of Thailand. In fact



3 —Some preconditions for MCs to have a consistent pre-take —
off

In the first subsection I mention some opportunities and dificulties
towards establishing some kinds of integrity among MCs. Then I set
forth some preliminary steps to be tatken by MCs in thic connection.

3-1- Opportunities and threats

Regarding globalization, MCs, should pay attention to the inter-
pretation of professor Stiglitz: "we have learned in the last half —
century that development is possible but also is not inevitable. We
have just learned that development is not a matter of technical ad-
justment, but transformation of society. I referred to the disillusion-
ment with the washington consensus, wich provided a set of pre-
scriptions that failled to foster this development transformation. That
consensus was too narrow both in its objective and its instruments.

I have tried to set out the foundations of alternative paradigm to
the washington consensus. We moved beyond measures of GDP to
look at lifespans and literacy rates. we have recognized the impor-
tance of economic security and stressed the creation of safety nets.
There has been, a growing consensus behind the objectives of demo-
cratic, equitable and sustainable development.

There I have tried to argue that the whole is greater than the sum
of the parts and that successful development must focous on the
whole(Stiglitz, 1998).

I have also tried to argue that a successful development transfor-
mation affects not only what we do, but how to do it. Honesty, how-

ever requires me to add one more word. In calling for a transforma-
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4- Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN):

it is another regional union most members of which are MCs. It
was established in 1967 and consists of Indonesia, Malysa, Phillipin,
Singapoore, Thailand, Bronai, Mianmar and Some other countries.
Its activities were mainly pertinent to commerce, finance, and agri-
culture at the beginning, then it extended to tourism, minery, com-
munication and so forth(ASEAN, 2000).

5- Organization of Islamic conference (OIC):

It was another strong union in MCs which was established in 1969
and just now it embraces more than 57 countries OIC is one of the
greatest formal organizations in the world. The unity religion in this

union could be central element of integrityamong MCs.

6- Islamic Development Bank (IDB):
(1973), and also Islamic solidarity fund (ISF) have been estab-
lished as the economic arms of OIC.

7- The concil of cooperation of Fars Gulf:

(1981), Arabic fund for Economic and Social Development (1968),
Arab economic council (1967), Arab Common Market (1964), Arab
Union, and D-8 group (1997) are other regional unions developped in
MC:s. In D-8, Indonesia, Iran, Pakistan, Turky, Bangladesh, Malysia,
Egypt and Nigeria are participating(dadgar, kalantari, 2003). So
pottentially MCs can organize the bigest regional union, and actually

they have established atleast 12 corganizations, unions, concil, etc.



on regional peace and security as preconditions for development.
Economic development and commercial and technological coop-
eration was the main goal of RCD (Maulavi, 1986).

It unfortunately failed to realize its goal because of some short-
comings. First of all was the beaurecratic and infficient structure of
RCD which converted it to be more ceremonial center. Secondly,
the level of cooperation among the members was very low, and their
products were not compelementary with each other. Thirdly its rela-
tion to military union (CENTO) converted it to a political center to

proceed the the objects of super powers (Talegani, 1991).

2- Economic Cooperative Organization (ECO):

This organization was established by Iran, Pakistan and Turky in
1985. Afghanistan and 6 other MCs in central Asia joined to it in
1991. Among ECO’S targets were development of trade among the
members and cooperation to achieve sustainable economic growth.
Backwardness of economic situation of the member conuntries and
intervention of some superpower like USA are main factors of
inefficencies of ECO(Mirhider, 1994).

3- Orgnization of the Petroleum exporting countries (OPEC):

OPEC is another economic unit Which was established in MCs
in 1960. At the time of establishment, OPEC contained 67 percent
of the world oil reserves and 90 percent of the demand market for
that commodity. The basic goals for OPEC were coordination of oil
policies and tryiny to stablilize its price and production in order to

confront with economic shocks (Morgenta, 1995).

Slaisl PR Ot o A 90 dolblad

"y

The consistent pattern for...



30 Olaflan dwwgo dolilad

i Ll g

1A 50 P9 oyloddi - Jol Jlw

The west of MCs begins from Suez Channel and consists the Af-
rican Continent moslem nations. Eeast of it starts from Iran, con-
tinuing to Central Asia, west of India and extends to eastern Asia.
Finally its center consists of western Asia (including red sea, East
of Mediteranian and Oman sea). Its area is 25 600,000 square kilo-
meters which is about one — seventh of the world. So MCs, after
UN, is the largest geographic region in the world (Dadgar, Kalantari,
2003, 157). 24 Asian countries, almost all midle east countries
(excep Israel), 21 of 52 African countries and 3 Europian ones are
moslems.

They have been placed between Europian and American countries
and consists of about 22 percent of the world population. MCs, in
Africa do have a supperior situation. About 100 milions people live
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, and Malysia and the majority of
countries in Ghathaz, cetral Asia and Middleeast belong to MCs.
Several strategic area in the world belong to MCs, among them are
Babolmandab, Suez Channel, Jabalotaregh, Dardanel, Hormoz Strait,
and the like. Vicinity of three oceans (India, Atlantic and Pacific),
intrest free financial institutions (Dadgar, 2005), ownership of
petrolium, having five chairs of UN security council, are among oth-
ers, significant potentialities of MCs. There are several unions,
concils, organizations, etc, among MCs, some of which are
listed and briefly introduced here.

1- Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD) :
It was established in a conference among the leaders of moslem
countries, Iran, Pakistan and Turkey in Stanbul (1964). They stressed



Fukoyama stipulates that Mcdonald and Cocacual, shape the con-
sumption culture of the world(Friedman, 1999 and Fukuyama, 1992).
4- Some researcher argues that : "U.S. through WTO contracts is
going to export its market values"(Sanger, 1997). This is in the
circumestances that, globalization should be based on
solidarity.however, professor Esping—Andersen, a great specialists
in globalization, stiputates that : "The market may indeed be an effi-
cient mechanism of allocation, but not to building
solidarities"(Esping-Andsrson,1996).

Some studies show that because of prevailing neoliberal values
during globalization, almost all of the languages in the world are
threatened by anglo — saxon language, and are condemned to die.
The death of a language in each society is equivalent to the death of
a considerable part of culture and social capital of that society”.

5- Although the clear slogan of the proponents of dominant glo-
balization is complete freedom of the market, but U.S.government
subsidize some of its industries'’.

In this market structure, capital right is warranted every where,
but talking about the labour right is actually forgotten. Also in this
market the desires of the great multinational companies are deter-
minative ,so the notion of "go global or die", has been the battle cry
of many firms(Jeanet, 1998)

2-2- Current situation of MCs

I first mention some potentialities of MCs, then I introduce some
socio-politic and economic unions which have been formed there.
Geopoloitically speaking, MCs are limited among three geographic

areas (west, east and centre).

Slaisl PR Ot o A 90 dolblad

¢

The consistent pattern for...



30 Olaflan dwwgo dolilad

.bl..a@ls’

<

1A 50 P9 oyloddi - Jol Jlw

It is therefore, basically, anti — social and unethical. It profits a
smal group of finantial agents who are engaged in the global mega-
competition. Ethential social justice is overlooked by the casino
capitalism, which neoliberal belief justifies any bet provided that it
is profitable to the gambler.

Casino capitalism is turning the the production economy into
sepculative system of commodities. It orients investment not where
it promotes production but where the expected financial gain is maxi-
mized (Mashakooji, 2001). The casino capitalism is thus fundamen-
tally, unethical, both socially and psycologically.

Socially because of injustice distribution and insecurity, and
psycologically, because the speculative culture of the casino is propa-
gated by the global media and creates a culture of fear and greed.” It
also generates a global police security system to support its finan-
cial systems. The financial market is fond of slogan of "democracy
and human rights."

3- Some experts argue that some kind of economic corruptions
like laundering money in DC in general, and in MCs in particular are
also the outcome of neo — liberal globalization. Laundering money
(based on yearly IMF report) is estimated to be between 500 and
1500 billion dollars (between 2 till 5 percent of GDP of the world).

In U.S about $ 300 billion of this dirty money is traded in each
year. Unfortunately almost 12 countries of MCs are engaging in this
kind of trading.® Also in each year about one trilion dollars have been
spent as advertising by multinational companies (the organizers of
globalization).

It also is remoured that Mcdonald commodities and MTV satelite

networks have endangered the life and social institutions of MCs.



like that has its own rules that directly and indirectly influence the
politics, environment, geopolitics and economics as a whole. On
the morning of december 8, 1997, the government of Thailand an-
nounced that it was closing 56 of the country’s 58 top finance houses.
Almost overnight, these private banks had been bankruped by the crash
of the Thai currency. The finance houses had borrowed heavily in
U.S. dollars and lent those dollar out to Thai businesses for building
hotels, luxury apartments, etc. The finance houses all thought they
were safe because the Thai government was commited to kaping the
currency at a fixed rate against dollar. But when government failled
to do so (in the wake of massive global speculation against Thai
currency), it plummented by 30 percent.

Thus many business could not pay the finance houses, back, many
houses could not repay their foreign lenders and the whole systme
went into gridlock, putting 20,000 white-collar employees out of
work. At the same time, thanks to the combination of computers and
cheap telecommunications, people can now offer and trade services
globally (that could never really be traded befor). And why not ? A
three — minute call between NY and London cost $ 300 in 1930,
today it is almost free through the internet(Friedman, 1999).

2- One more critical outcome of neoliberal version of globaliza-
tion is its special finantial structure whose motor vehicle (follow-
ing professor Strange) is "casino capitalism". Greed and fear are the
two human emotions most evident in the day — to — day behaviour of
the international financial system today, mad money is the result. As
professor Mushakoji argues, "casino capitalism is irrational, led by
fear and greed of a few, leading to insecurity and improvishment of

many.
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bet on the red or the black, not on the investment decisions of real
people(Strange, 1986). So we can conclude that if neoliberalism is
the unique version of globalization, we should expect the miserable
situation for humanity as a whole and specially for "third world coun-
tries".® The circumestances for MCs I think, would be more regret-
ful.  We hope and claim, however, that there are other versions of
globalization, whose exertion would be less harmfull or even useful.
Thus MCs can obay some pattern by which move to the optimum
position. For as professor Fischer correctly argue: caltureal and re-
ligious forces could play the dominant role in shaping the future of
globalization (Fischer, 2003).

2- Actual and potential situation of MCs
In the first part of this section I pose some serious and crutial
facts which MCs willy — nilly have to encounter, regarding

globalizations. Then existing situation of them will be discussed.

2-1- serious and crutial facts in front of MCs

Some dimentions of globalization, willy nilly have taken place,
and naturally would impose some of its consequences on all coun-
tries, which could be threats as well as oppurtunities for MCs. Con-
verting those outcomes to threats or opportunities depends on en-
countering patterns of MCs. Bellow, I list some of the crutial im-
pacts of dominant version of globalization or its concomitants, typi-
cally.

1- I, following Thomas Friedman, stress that dominant globaliza-
tion is the system that has now replaced the old cold war system, and



are typical examples of functining the neoliberal globalization ver-
sion (inturn have been leading to increase insecurity).

The actual goal of advocates of neoliberalism in this respect is
maintaining the security of their countries at the price of insecuri-
ties of others. Indeed fueling machine of neoliberal version of
globlization is a special version of capitalism which (following
Sweezy) is alive only by continuing the war, so how could it be com-
patible with security (Magdaf, 1992)? This, emplicitly, has been said
by Hungtinton, too(Hungtinton, 1997).

Neolibral version of globalization can also not be compatible
with democracy. For, as Professor Lindblom argues, neolibral mar-
ket economies are marked by private control, and business leaders
decide on the basis of instrumental rationality so the real welfare of
the mojority of ciltizens and their freedom have been forgottn®.

5- Neoliberal globalization, does have ethico — cultural and also
environmental effects too. Under that paradigm, as professor
Knutsson stresses : " poverty, widening socio- economic imbalances,
and the erosion of values are working hand in hand to create a situa-
tion which transform young girls into commodities of exchange in
global markets(UNRTSD, 1996).

Also professor Strange stipulates that: in new global order, there
are threats that jeopardize civilization and the life of our children
and granchildren. One is long — term environmental and the other is
short term financial collapse.

She continues : In long term the innocent actions that we each
take individually could put life on earth at risk(Strange, 1998). The
financial system, she adds, has become a great casino, where people
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hand. Consequently, I think that the dominancy of ideological fea-
ture of neolibral globalization is such that surpasses and overshad-
ows its technological one. At any way, neolibralism follows the po-
litical economy paradigm through which maximizing individual in-
terests will be prefered to social life of the majority(Chamskym
1999). At the same time I stress that, at least theoretically, we can
have some dimensions of globalization which are not necessarily
neolibralistic in nature.

3- Socio — politically speaking, globalization (all alternatives of
that) can influence among others, on: security, democracy and wel-
fare state. One of the hot debatable topic among economists and
politicians, specially after cold war has been the struture of the se-
curity. Indeed cold war configuration of political and economic
power, lasted until the mid 1970s when that structure converted from
bipolar to multipolar character.

After cold ward period®, many governments have incurred large
expenditures purchasing new weapons. New and extensive informa-
tions, advanced communication systems and weapon technologies
have changed the face of warfare in the new situation. That is tech-
nology alongwith ideology as such, can create both advantages and
disadvantages. I indicate that implementation of anglosaxon version
of globalization, willy —nilly has endangered the global security.

4- Defending of some aggressive government like Israel, assist-
ing some dictator like Saddam during Irani — Iraqi war (1981 — 1988)
and fighting with same dictator during kuwaiti — Iraqi war ( 1990-
1992), supporting some, so called, terorist like Ben Ladan and fight-
ing with same terorist during Afghanistan (2002), and Iraq war (2003)4



are not identical, too. The pattern that China proceeds, for example,
is very different form that of Japan. Even those of two capitalistic
countries (France and U K e,g) are different as well(Krugman, 2003).
MCs can firstly agree on a kind of definition for globalization. Sec-
ondly, based on the degree of competiveness of their commodities,
design a targeting time-table by which they adjust themselves to it
gradually.

1-2- causes and consequences

I think that globalization (specially its Anglo-saxson version) do
have technological as well as ideological characters. Behind the
neoliberal version of globalization, the ideological feature is very
clear. Neoliberalism is a late twentieth century term used and more
generally refers to policies that seek to promote market oriented
policies. So it stresses policies such as, free trade and deregulation
and implies reducing the role of government. We add some comple-
mentary points:

1- In many respects the neoliberal version of globalization is a
consensus among the World Bank, IMF and the U.S. government,
leading Paul Krugman to term it: "washington consensus". In addi-
tion to washington consensuse, not surprisingly, some other terms
are used along with or even synonym to the neoliberalim.

Among these terms are neoconservatism, anglo — saxonism,
casinocapitalism, neo — laissez faire, anglo — american capitalism,
Thatcher - Reagnism, etc’. One of the mottoes of all above is :
"markets could do little wrong and government could do little but"
(Smith, 1999). In other word the neo — liberal version of globaliza-

tion theoretically will lead to a new — laissez faire or new - invisible
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2- Authors and specially economists have different ideas about
the origins of globalization. So that some argue that globalization
evolves mainly frome technological advances and economic changes.
Some others claim that the basic elements behind globalization, are
ideological ones (Crafts, 2001). By taking moderate position, I think,
that its underlying factors are technological and ideological oriented
as well. For, at one hand we encounter with the neoliberal philoso-
phy behind globalization (Rodrik, 1997) and at the same time, it is
basically intermingled with information and communication
technology(Sachs,1995).

As information technology is concerned, the world has been ex-
periencing a kind of revolution. In 1998, 180 million Internet sta-
tions participated in the worldwide network. It has increased to half
a billion in 2002 and about 3 billion in 2005. Although there 1s
a considerable disagreements about the outcomes of globalization,
the majority of experts stipulate that the globalization does have
socio—econo— ploitic and cultural effects (Sholt, 2000). Proponents
of globalization argue that the negative impacts of that (if any) are
temporary and will be vanished in the long run, the critics however,
claim that those impacts are permanent (Aghion, 1998).

3- Some of the writers claim that globalization leads to decrease
the role of government, conversely other argue that extending glo-
balization creates serious problems which require more government
intervention (Mishra, 2000). Is globalization just now happened? Is
the joining countries to it inevitable? Are there clear indexes by which
the degree of globalization be measured? These and some other ques-
tions are open to have reasonable replying, yet. The position of dif-

ferent countries and their patterns of encountering in globalization



narios for attaching other countries to that, and other similar issues.
[ mention some of them briefly.

1- Although it has been said that globalization has been started at
least from 1970s, yet, there 1s no any concensus about its definition
and even its exact strating time. Some of the experts stipulates that,
globalization is an abstract concept, it does not refer to a concrete
object but to (an interpretation of) a societal process. Therefore the
concept can not be defined easily. For some, globalization refers to
americanization, for others it is about the growing importance of
the world market, yet, others use it to describe a cultural or an ideo-
logical reality : globalization as the victory of market plus democ-
racy.

For most authors globalization is a complex concept that involves
both political, economic and socio — cultural changes. Some others
assert that golobalization is reduced to the complex of changes and
transformations which has been happened during 1970s and 1980s
(Greider,1997). Others argue that there is a considerable ambiguity
in that concept(Schwartz, 1994). Some authors, claim that global-
ization is not a new thing and we had had it in old civilizations. Oth-
ers say that it happened when mercantilistic movement happened
(1500s), also some argue that the year 1815, 1880, or 1944 (during
Bretenwoods Conference) were its starting point (Dadgar, 2004).

I think at least some dates are relatively more significance in this
regard. One is 1948, in which GATT was established, second is early
1970s, during which at one hand there is the appearance of american
slogan of: "new global order" and at the other is the explosion of
technology. Third is late 1980s (collapsing USSR), and finally is
1995, in which WTO was established.
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