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Study of Iranian reaction to the prevalence of foreign
goods in the Qajar Era (1264-1324 AH)

M. Salmasizadeh’
S. Barzegar Hafashjani’

Abstract

The era of the Qajar reign is one of the most important historical
periods in Iran.This era has been the beginning of political, social,
cultural, and economic developments in confrontation with West. It is
during this period that western goods and machine products were
launched to the markets bazaar of big and small cities of Iran for various
reasons such as innovation in the production and superiority of
technology and political-military superiority; and brought changes in the
Iranians lifestyle.Some of these foreign products were welcomed and
accepted from the beginning of the entry and supply in the markets of the
country, others were gradually accepted by the time, and some of these
products and goods were faced with popular protest and resistance.The
way lIranian people encountered and dealt with these new material is
what this paper has addressed.As a default, it can be claimed that
Iranians of the mentioned era in the face of the flood of western goods
and the social changes resulting from them showed different reactions,
Which is categorized into two categories of positive reactions that means
accepting these new elements and reacting negatively or resistance to the
entry of these elements.

Based on the data of present research, which has been provided by the
use of various library resources and descriptive-analytical method, one
can conclude that accepting (positive reaction) or rejecting (negative
reaction) the European goods, factors such as: unfamiliarity with new
products, the sense of imposing these imported elements, the
confrontation of these elements with the dominant cultural and religious
habits and values in the society, economic benefits, and interference with
native jobs and products have been effective.In fact, four social, cultural,
economic and psychological factors have been effective in accepting or
rejecting these new elements.

Key Words: Qajar, foreign goods and products, lIranians reactions,
acceptance, rational negation, ideological negation.
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— Bird Isabella, (1988), Journeys in Persia and Kurdistan, 2 vols. Vol
1, 1891, reprint ed. London.

— Stuart, Colonel Charles (1854), Journal of a residence in northern
Persia and the adjacent provinces of Turkey, London: bentely.
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