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Abstract:

Purpose: Discusses the importance of the construction and maintenance of the Mash-
had-Ashghabad road in the latest years of Qajars (bet. 1887 — 1924).

Method and Research Design: Archival records held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Malek National Museum of Iran congather data.

Findings and Conclusions. The efforts of Abolqasem Malak-a-Tojjar, the consention-
naire, empowered by the support of a group of Iranian and Russian merchants, some
statesmen, and the Russian embassy in Tehran facilitated the construction of the road.
However, greviance by a group of landowners on sides of the road, as well as the op-
position of some Mashhad merchants led to the slowdown of project. In addition, the
lack of road construction equipment, financial shortcomings, and the redirectiond of
the road, contributed to the further slowdon. In the short term, the delay caused di-
nanaccial losses for some. In the long term however, when operational, merchants of
Khorasan benefited largly from the road.
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English Translation of References

Documents

Markaz-e Asnad va Tarix-e Diplomasi-ye Vezarat-e Omur-e Xareje (Ostadox) (Depart-
ment of Diplomatic Documents and History of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs):

(1318 AH / 1900 AD). Box 1, folder 17, document number (118);

(1318 AH / 1900 AD). Box 10, folder 2, document number (87);

(1318 AH / 1900 AD). Box 23, folder 29, document number (0012), (0017), (0020),
(0023), (0024), (0025), (0026), (0027);

(1319 AH / 1901 AD). Box 23, folder 7, document number (1), (6), (14), (20);

(1320 AH / 1902 AD). Box 21, folder 5, document number (1-2), (5), (7), (8), (11-15),
(16-17), (18-20), (21), (22), (23), (24);

(1320 AH / 1902 AD). Box 50, folder 6, document number (31);

(1321 AH / 1903 AD). Box 22, folder 5, document number (10);

(1321 AH / 1903 AD). Box 23, folder 8, document number (5-11) (6) (14);

(1323AH / 1905 AD). Box 18, folder 5, document number (1-6) (9) (21) (24-25) (29)
(47) (50);

(1323AH / 1905 AD). Box 18, folder 27, document number (45-46);

(1323AH / 1905 AD). Box 21, folder 3, document number (107);

(1324AH / 1906 AD). Box 24, folder 2, document number (42), (44), (46), (47), (53),
(59), (61), (66), (69-72), (71);

(1325AH / 1907 AD). Box 20, folder 2, document number (1-5), (13), (22-24);
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(1325AH / 1907 AD). Box 25, folder 2, document number (13), (20);

(1329AH / 1911 AD). Box 50, folder 15, document number (1), (3);

(1330AH / 1912 AD). Box 50, folder 8, document number (4), (5), (6);

(1331AH / 1913 AD). Box 50, folder 15, document number (13);

(1332AH / 1914 AD). Box 50, folder 6, document number (14), (20), (30-32), (41).
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Moassese-ye Ketabxane va Muze-ye Melli-ye Malek (MOKMAM) (Malik National
Museum of Iran):
Retrieval number: (53), (1392-31-00474/13); (1392-31-00474/14); (1392-31-

00511/16). [Persian]

Books
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(Ala al-MolKs historical-political reports). Edited by Ebrahim Safayi. Tehran:
Goruh-e Entesarati-ye Abad. [Persian]
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Archive Editions Limited. London.
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Archive Editions Limited. London.

Burrell, R. M., & Robert L. Jarman. (1997). Iran political diaries 1881-1965 (volume 5).
Archive Editions Limited. London.
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sian question) (vol. 1 & 2). Translated by Gholam Ali Vahid Mazandarani. Tehran:
Ente$arat-e ‘Elmi Farhangi. [Persian]

D’Allemagne, Henry Rene. (1335/1956). “Safarname-ye az Xorasan ta Baxtiari” (Du
Khorassan au pays des Backhtiaris: Trois mois de voyage en Perse) [From Kho-

rassan to the land of the Backhtiaris: Three months of travel in Persia] (vol. 3).
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and Iraj Afshar. Tehran: Entesarat-e Asatir. [Persian]
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tane” (Journal of Eyn Al-Saltaneh’s memoires) (vol. 8). Edited by Masoud Salour
and Iraj Afshar. Tehran: Entesarat-e Asatir. [Persian]

“Joqrafii va nofus-e Xorasan dar asr-e Naseri” (Geography and population of Kho-
rasan in Naseri era). (1390/2011). Edited by Reza Naqdi. Mashhad: Bonyad-e
Pazuhe$-ha-ye Eslami (Islamic Research Foundation of Astane Quds Razavi).
[Persian]
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