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Investigation of Effect of Ethics, Experience and Competency on
Auditor's Professional Skepticism

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine whether ethics, experience and competence affect
on the auditor's professional skepticism. This study is an applied research in terms of
implementation of its results, and also considered as a fieldwork in terms of purposes. The
theoretical framework and literature are obtained by library method; data collection and the
final result to examine hypotheses have been obtained by inductive approach and through
questionnaires. In order to achieve the objectives of the research, five hypotheses were
proposed. Statistical population of the study consists of auditors employed in audit
organization and private audit firms. The questionnaires were distributed randomly among
the statistical sample and collected data were analyzed using Lisrel version 8.8 and SPSS 22
softwares by means of the second order factor analysis and structural equation modeling.

Results showed that both idealism and relativism clarify the ethics feature. Factors
affecting on professional skepticism feature also include the search for knowledge, pause in
judgment, dictatorship and self confidence. The results also suggest that ethics has a
significant and positive impact on the auditor's professional skepticism and professional
competence has a significant negative impact, and experience has no effect on the auditor's
professional skepticism.

Keywords: Ethics, Experience, Auditor's professional competence, Auditor's professional
skepticism
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