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A comparative study of art patronage in llkhanid and Timurid
periods

Abstract

This research compares proceedings, goals and different kinds of art patronages in llkhanid and
Timurid period. So this research proves that there are similarities between proceedings and
targets for growing and improving work of art in two periods. Proceedings like developing
agriculture, gathering artists from whole part of empire regions and constructing workshops. But
types of patronages are different. Art patronages of llkhanid dynasty are divided in three groups;
Divani viziers, scientist-religious viziers and officials who are related to court in some cities
where were far from capitals like Baghdad or Maragha. In Timurid time, we face with two kind
of sponsors; kings and princes are located into first group and viziers and emirs situate in second
group. The goal of this research is studying various kind of art patrons, proceedings, goals and
introduce several art patrons of each period. Investigative question this research is; what kind of
differences and similarities is there between llkhanid and Timurid from the aspect of
proceedings, goals and different kinds of art patronages? This essay is done with descriptive-
analytic method and use of library sources. Research conclusions specify that in Ilkhanid time,
producing work of art was performed by three groups; Divani viziers, scientist-religious viziers
and officials who are related to court. Main target of these vizier was protection and preservation
of Iranian culture, art and civilization that for achieving this main goal, they did several activities
which were unexampled until that time. In Timurid time, the act of art patronage fulfilled with
more power and intension because kings and princes, viziers and emirs who was two groups of
art patrons, grew in Iranian culture so they don’t want to preserve this culture rather they try to
achieve their goals with doing and sponsoring art work. Goals like eternize their name in history
and demonstrate their power. Finally, we can conclude that similar proceedings and goals existed
in two periods but art patrons were differed.

Key words: art patronage, llkhanid art patronage, Timurid art patronage
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