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Abstract

Objlectives: Regarding the impact of hearing loss
on language development and metall_n‘gmstlc skill
and being I_angu_af]e_ development _different from
metalinguistic skill in bllln%{a_l children, studyin
of these skills in different bilingual children an
comparing them with normal bilingual children can
help. us™ understand more about language
development in children and the factors involved in
it. The present study aims at _Inve_stl_gatlngi and
Comparing linguistic’ and metalinguistic skills of
bilingual (Azari-Persian) children” with cochlear
implant and their normal hearing peers. Method:
The present follow-up study was conducted on six
children with cochlear implant and six normal
hearing peers that was randomly selected from
preschool students of Zanjan city in the school year
of 97-98. We compared these children in Mean
Length of Utterance, lexical richness, lexical
awareness and syntactic awareness. To investigate
language development, continuous speech, and to
investigate  metalinguistic  awareness,  lexical
awareness (including content and structural analysis
of word definition) and syntactic_awareness tests
was used. Results: Data” analysis revealed that
developing language and metalinguistic skills in
bilingual preschool children with hearing loss in
Azari-Persian were delayed. (P <0.05). But in
Persian language, of the indices of language
growth, only the Mean Length of utterance (mean
number of "morphemes_per WOI‘C(?_ is delayed (P
<0.05). There was no significant difference in any
of the content and structural aspects of word
definition in_hearing loss children (P>0.05).
Conclusion: The low ability level of subjects” in
metalinguistic skills in Azari language can be
ascribed to the formal teaching of Persian in
schools. In addition, Spearman's correlation
coefficient indicated that there is a positive and
significant correlation between indices of language
rowth, lexical awareness of bilingual (Azari-
ersian) children with hearing loss and normal
hearing peers in both Persian and Azari.
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. phonological awareness

. morphological awareness

. syntactic awareness

. lexical awareness

. Pragmatic awareness

. judgment

. consistent amplification and high-quality
programming.

8. Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test

9. execution functions
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