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I have tried to sketch the rise and fall within Anglophone political theory of what I
have labelled a neo-roman understanding of civil liberty (Skinner 2003: ix).
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I cannot accept your canon that we are to judge Pope and King unlike other men,
with a favorable presumption that they did no wrong. If there is any presumption it is the
other way against holders of power, increasing as the power increases. Historic
responsibility has to make up for the want of legal responsibility. Power tends to
corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Great men are almost always bad
men, even when they exercise influence and not authority: still more when you superadd
the tendency or the certainty of corruption by authority. There is no worse heresy than
that the office sanctifies the holder of it.

il Sl
> .(Skinner 2003: 4, 12- 13 &) =Y+ YY V4 1S L) by sloas (A5 5 58
s |y adas Ol5 oo w4y S84 Jsgame dhax 5l by) G o oS 35050
58 ol by hdllcos dax 55l 95 5 4§ r}L’u

S —atee  gloal (state or common wealth is One Person) & )| sakesr dozx 5 55 )
S el |y e 5l ol Sas s 553 Lol oS ol 4 5 & 50
s S [ U S e oo 5] EdgelS il sl e 5 e o)l gdda
So [S i @y S] EdgeplS b oo 358 a5 pior Conl 1 &S Jl 53 e
(ibid.: 5 V¢ :Olaa) (ol ased

U2 Gt V.:.:al_n.a 4 «clvitas dmperium (otentia potestas O g WY V.:.ALa.a
e ST 55 0% ga (Sl 5 Sl gs 4 by e gl L 5 State 5 commonwealth
4S Ul el il Ol (9500 Sl 258 e b O e S g Ol i ks
3l ot 35 51 e Ll e LOT iy b s g Spled 4 g 5

Discourses Concerning Government s « e o3 2l OIS Olgie dazr 5 53 ¥
5l e 3 (discoursen .(ibid. 12 07+ :0lan) (Cus 5SSl a0kt il ool
o ool b s ol discorsin o5 Olasl (g sl 2 / el Bar Bl Szl
3 S il Gl ol LS U a4 U @l pmeds S c0laidS) imoas
oy s o JSle OIS Dle 3 Ol Tl (pl a8 oy 5 pete
2,5 edalle



VAV ol ko (2T NS 5 ag S8 (050,60

11 principe e Discorsi sopra la prima deca di Tito Livio

(YYVYY ujjl_:SLn) L\asjj o S ((\_AJL:.ES/)) S BLLY JLB e daes £
FslSle OIS Ol dam 5 53 iy Ot SalS Le ) 4 45 35 oodms Ok 5
(L ki) Jslrs acdSIYV/ )6 £Y dmin 53 S OUS Olgis dax 5 53 5
.«\J‘OJJ}T ‘)

L iscourse) w;—t_..ag_eju CBML.;\ L 5 sl e Glells g A ywea (OlexiS)
aio kil gslasl @)U L golanl pwlidcs e gl 03 530 Glosns obas
Sl Olaa a5 ol (Gt o 5gde at Lo (discourse) e play .ol 0 CJI’
S3ls Olan ol |y psgta s Ly Cvua_.p\}; ol Ol sad 5 35l 1y ey (slaeds
s .|.> V_LJ\.;

30l Sl it 5SS S O e e pitds (53050 S Y
IS b o8 er s A5 B Pl b Glas oo T e Al
\Jujju&gg_%js g.)LZS cdlodis M‘y k.ij da‘~ g_,\bbw LS‘)’ ﬂg.A L;LAULS
o ds as (ol rags glacls (gl cadls Linad Bl 5l 51 015 o [
L—.’. W:’)K" 6L_QUGQ- cb‘c.’)jijb .,\_il.ip @)u gs_x.SUﬂ.A (5‘.122_.&‘ A b .,\_iJo- Lf’L_’)
iy paasie 33 g 5355l Jsar (6 S5 (Sl ki g W5 0 s~
[ sl mlo) o 3 4 asbols Sl oLS ol e s sl slazel o e
N v U Y cl_;,a sl 0l (e~ (secondary sources /4; U dm 9 (primary sources
w‘dwud‘ ;)L)JW)#M&)J@‘SM\ L;:.A%JU‘ L}ALL
ssban s ol e S obee,lil Ol 4 1Sl oS ol e Juli el s i abie
ol B e 5 AblS a3 it o) e O Site O gt Juld skas
Lﬁ QK.L_M{}' ¢L .ht.,o').: Lfﬁz.u})} Lgl.hlb— ce})&.@kg] GO Y WA u,i:j)o'u g_i.;gb"
J)Jado ol )3.: )UT Slascine )<i3 B LAULS Q‘},&

V_G_ZBJJSC,W:“:J\J'CJQJY}EM&ﬁ‘ﬂ)jwﬁjbu&bgb Lf-fi
sl e ol e LS o sl I e (Glias
When considering this question, these writers generally assume that the freedom or

liberty they are describing can be equated with - or, more precisely, spelled out as - the

unconstrained enjoyment of a number of specific civil rights.
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by John Emerich Edward Dalberg-Acton (1907), edited by John Neville Figgis and Reginald
Vere Laurence, Appendix, p. 504; also in Essays on Freedom and Power (1972).
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