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Abstract:

Due to the wide range of environmental issues and the
necessity to pay enough attention to them, especially for
the case of the water scarcity crisis in Iran, there is an
urgent need for informing and public education for
adopting appropriate behavior. One of the targeted and
principled methods for addressing this crisis is the
emphasis on environmental communication, because it
can affect a large domain of human society and
encourage them to protect the environment. According
to the surveys about environmental communication, it
can be concluded that few studies have been devoted to
this issue. Therefore, in this research, with emphasis on
the water scarcity crisis in Iran, using two quantitative
and qualitative methods, analysis has been carried out on
three news resources namely IRNA, Ministry of Energy,
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting Organization
(IRIB). We introduced news values for rhetoric analysis
of the environment in crises based on statistics related to
the news broadcasted by the three mentioned
organizations. The results indicated that IRNA news
media has the highest and the IRIB has the lowest rank
of news coverage. Also, the qualitative analysis shows
the necessity of presenting a correct definition of
complicated environmental issues for media actors and
more focus on environmental news. Finally, we
suggested strategies and further research areas.
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