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Methodology of Civilization-Making Ijtihad

(A Tool to Extract Systems and Processes Needed on the Scale of a Civilization)
Abd al Hamid Vaseti, Ph.D. Assistant Professor of Research Institute for Islamic
Culture and Thought and Lecturer at Hawza
Abstract
The main issue in this paper is studying the main tools to understand religious
propositions at macro-scale. This topic is discussed in the paradigm of Shiite
theology, civilization»making religion, Islamic jurisprudence and Javaheri Usul. In
this epistemic system, “Ijtihad” means “discovering the rule from its source” and
“rule” means “religious creation relating to the acts of servants” and due to the
qualification “the acts of servants” in the definition of rule, it has taken a behavioral
individual approach. The claim that Islam is civilization»making and deals with
needs at the social and international scale, has caused the attempt to infer the
viewpoint of Islam at a collective scale and with extraction of processes attitude to be
taken seriously. The necessity of having authority for religion in order to be cited, has
led to concentration on methodology of such attempt. This paper pursues such
purpose and its results in three main respects are: 1- changing the definition of rule
to “the creation issued by the divine lawgiver to regulate the man’s life”; 2- changing
the nature of adoption of words from adoption for examples to adoption for spirit of
meaning (process); 3-using the systems logic for gathering evidences. By systems
logic it is meant considering each rule as a processor to convert its relevant inputs
into intended output in which the starting point of process, central core , stages, crisis
points are defined based on evidences.
Keywords: Islamic humanities, civilization-making Ijtihad, systematic Ijtihad,

methodology of Ijtihad.
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