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Abstract

Objective: Gifted students are the national capital
of countries, and lack of attention to them can
inflict them with psychological harm. This study
compared the gifted and normal high-school
students in terms of perfectionism, depression, and
academic buoyancy. Method: The research method
was causal-comparative. The statistical population
included female high-school  students in
Khorramabad during the academic year 2017-2018.
A sample of 100 was selected by cluster sampling
and then divided into two groups of 50 (50 gifted
students and 50 normal students, matched by
parents’ level of education, socio-economic status
of the family, and the number of family members).
The questionnaire by Terry-Short et al. (1955),
Beck Depression Inventory (1988), and Martin and
Marsh’s (2006) Academic Buoyancy Questionnaire
were used to collect data. An independent t-test was
performed for data analysis. Results: There was a
significant difference between female gifted and
normal students in terms of positive and negative
perfectionism, depression, and academic buoyancy.
There was a significant difference between mean
negative perfectionism, positive perfectionism,
academic buoyancy, and depression among the two
groups. The results also revealed a significantly
higher negative perfectionism and depression in
gifted students than normal students. Moreover, the
mean positive perfectionism and academic
buoyancy was higher among normal students than
gifted students. Conclusion: Results support the
difference in perfectionism and depression among
gifted and normal students, and attention to these
variables in gifted students is of utmost importance.
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