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Abstract

Objective: This study aimed to design and validate a
differentiated curriculum model for gifted students in
Isfahan, Iran. Method: A mixed-methods design was
adopted in the design phase, and the Delphi method
was used in the validation phase. The population in the
design phase included all gifted students in the senior
high-schools of Isfahan, and experts on curriculum
design and teachers of gifted students in the validation
phase. The sampling method was typical case and
simple random sampling in the design phase, and
snowball sampling in the validation phase. Semi-
structured interviews and a researcher-made
questionnaire were employed to collect data in the
design phase, while a researcher-made questionnaire
was utilized in the validation phase. The reliability and
validity of data were verified by member checks,
content validity, construct validity, and Cronbach's
alpha. Results: Results indicated that students regard
their desirable content as having practical activities,
paying attention to creativity, having specialized
content, enjoying up-to-date scientific content,
presence of supplementary textbooks, reasoning and
logic behind the topics, and considering adolescents’
challenges, interests, and talents. Process should
follow principles such as being applied, using teaching
aids, active learning, allocating a special method for
each subject, and teachers’ knowledge and personality.
Product should follow principles such as continuous
assessment, attention to creativity, applied evaluation,
project-based evaluation, attention to technical
principles of test development, and deep learning.
Examination of the validity of the model showed that
experts regard this model as having desirable validity
upon omitting the special method for each subject,
paying attention to creativity in all the elements of the
curriculum, supporting independent learning in the
process, and adding multiple evaluation and self-
evaluation to the product of the curriculum.
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5. mix method

6. phenomenology

7. typical-case sampling
8. Member checking

9. Constructivism
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