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Objections to Kant’s Transcendental Idealism and Henry E. Allison’s
Reading of It

Mahdi Ahmadi - Hossein Ghafari

Abstract:

Our effort in this paper is to present some important and traditional criticism about Kant’s
“Transcendental Idealism” and their Evolution to presentation of ‘Separability Thesis’ - a thesis that
propose the separation between “Transcendental Idealism” and “Transcendental Theory of Experience".
Then we will present Henry Allison reading of transcendental idealism according to his book of “Kant’s
Transcendental Idealism”. In this interpretation, he presents an epistemological (or meta-epistemological)
reading of Kant’s Transcendental Theory and attributes an ontological reading to Kant’s critics. By this,
he both providing a solution to this trend of criticism and making the separability thesis impossible by
introducing fundamental connection between transcendental idealism and transcendental theory of
experience. At the end of this paper, after presenting some sides of his reading and its approach for
answering to traditional criticism, we will express some question about possibility of this interpretation of
questionable texts of Kant and power of this reading against same criticisms.

Keywords: Transcendental ldealism, Transcendental Theory of Experience, Kant, Thing in itself,
Causality
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2. Hume. A Treatise of Human Nature, pp. 24-25



¢V cer Sy ynnds § S Mhaitao] atl ool 35 v s knowledge 47

oot oplplo g Comlus (b jpo dasde pac ;o ]y porn o el ea5b plplo

S o o5 4801 | port 355 lald ol 4z 5 0ty gunrl] ki 0 (Sllgio Lals
iy "lelbail b |y sl ol polic pomn 45 cusl s6T gs s cols &S ooy
tas b bl |y o ] s 4SS ool s 1S s s 4 g o oy Lo <8 o
L WS (0 I iz 45 03,50 SE posd & Cand el oS s e S5 and) i o
P ol g a8)S jlai )d (Mlasl Jas a5l o (o poid poge o el (ol (o]
e )30 d9%9 QAR ) posd CunSib dzes <l i yo bl pl ooy 305 e
A= o 20l plplis 8 o cdlys |y a3l a3 ol Bk 51 4 sl sl
o5 A ) Slnbe jeo oz ) 9 @ po - ke )0 d9290 oS
sy & olebbail o oly 51 4 = (dintry oSy o1l B8 g ISl & Ll s
Ll 4S5yl 3939 (s csaelob cpuin GLé 55 Lol aisl Cyins — W9 o 009l 2T
ol 5398 0013 Hltie g0 Wb 0S5 (1 5B L) £ il = (8 Gl 5BL) G 031

rw‘ g,u.l.c o)l:»)b Poadd LSL“‘S“’ e cesls uw L)"L“‘)"

313 y5al s Jao b psdl 5 o Matol ey o

L) ssmelss (555 ohar 9 pBlan |y (oMlaial oy 45" w80 (85 L) 55 igmag]
By o (ol e (%0 oly 5 b ol 5l g aea plias a1y (liaelas
ples @233 lS oyl younds izmon 5 Bgudid ol (el

pikiue 515 0l 5 o5 iy y30 SISO pilinne xtol ey 08" iz ol &5 w558 lon
> o & (WS (0 0yl umlie oasiles (15 4 (695 el o)) ol 092 S )5
g adpds do aile (35400 Jgie aof) Glgis |y ¢35 (513 (695 (el wundl)
ol hls 4 a1 sline | (2l gameli 5 byplel calis o men
S calis Glod s 9 dguze Wygo o i lii oS (Wbl ddiee WL L) Wddiee

1. "impressions"
2. unity of consciousness
3. Allison, Kant’s Transcendental Idealism, p. 26



48 Objections to Kant’s Transcendental Idealism ... el EA

Ahmadi - Ghafari
il D)l i dopt bl 48 gae odiasliss I colS el ol 48 o )3 et
ol S oo (o gl )l sl glite 50 g 59 Blod 5l oSl ogh )0 e 6 ca ks 90
S 5355 ool
Jsl 295 olyots mio 4555 95 b Wl 2ol5 lonel s Juke 5 Sates] sy blis) csleo! Ll
Jie S5 595 4 el paslly 4 03 o S5 lS &S s ol lodl sSs oS
03 ol Bl & ol ool don 45 WS o oh gl &Sl b ol dpai 5250
0101 48 sl ol o] 4Ly LS o gt = hogd o o) 45 olins > Al = donis 5 <L
o $x 0 Gyl s & WS Jor Gped Jlin D¢ olsis 4 is iz
dundi (B 555 & |y slotl e iy i ol olol 2 oy 0998 (o0 68051l s Jis Jos
) e ol & o Glasl Bl ) pnds 435Sy o 398 oo azmns Lol 3l g i 0
i B Ll o ) Gl cals dnls olilaie 9d 0 Jugio (o ©)pody Laid
68 05l Siten ol Matl ol 48 1S o s lS 4K 55 py 1 dalgs oy
sl oS00 4281l o KpeS (lacngigy (S b ae g (shlaLly i
a5 LS Lol sl axsly sg2 g pols QLIS Jie 5o (255 iz 5l (ploasles
bl w2500 ) ol & ol (ol (ol S5 aSh el JaBlie (5)90y0)
S 45 (> Blolol a5 08 (0 (238 (o> g0ty oS 10,8 ol )3 Mlde 50
S o T s b 555 0 elat U Lo g5 S o Ll elet Ly Lo s
9 OIS Jis 095 93 5 0lee (espie SHol o5 eliie ailis S plsis & gl s 5
by coslotail cus Gl JISTL cuss 08 culede pran  gialis LS 4y
e (b9 lsie & ol dasdo b5 g3 05,8 5 atiS e (A LByl o5 o s by o
S o Sy s ol 5 g STyl

1. intuitive intellect
2. intellectual intuition
3. Ibld, p. 28.



€9 cer Sy ynnds § S Mhaitao] atl ool 35 v s knowledge 49

iy gy 53 Juaso 5 L3I (g)lino )| puts 4 o L 4S) gl g ol 51 Lo
b (o 0 oy 5 Lo 0900 lgie 4 el joas oley pas ;5 s |y o g g (Moo
o gudls jemelas Jao o Ghagas (bl (Matis oundy Jazmo 5 (SL3T s
o 59y 99 Olgie b ol (gl g 315 o (Matao! ol (prnms 5 sy (s>
4SL lguded ooy (Mol pund By RS 53 iy g el 32 &5 gmadl] e 1215

10y lgalid ol oo 4 (G115 o)l 53 ypmolad wlahly 45 lesTugas bl

oS 650l & (Bl dod ol g s ¥ N0

sl b @l Gli> o> 9 i aem ol by sl Kol wlohl el 4 (i o s
o & Wlsed o g plusl 4z ST sl s )5 5 din o (lilod (e o)l dgameals Jis
9 slemo lizran Lol il winlys Bb 1S5 ol (chy Bola> ol Aded § Wb s Jelos
T o0 2900l e cilx jly (las ele y3 | ol gl selgB g ol iy

el (oo iz @ it oo GlS ede T ol 4 lsis 4 colS ol &
Gsel i & oloy 5 0l ol g5 a5 (Sl s Jsine calis & ugume ol
boyis olge & gloj 9 gle Bia b el el ool )3 a3l o0 Jsine 5 (osre
50 lgd i B g Jiwe (ggel plgis & |y 420 (oole wlilaie (g STl QIS
sl it oo by s olod 2!

Cuoldd 2315 50 las oS bl s wld @ olizel g SY Y-
oo 3 (ol 23 4 sl D550 (5010 i 5 ewl g s Ol Gl SSE L o

5 o S5 sty Byo |y lus] deals upmisd 53 g awl @13 gl .0y o o p 8 yuunso

1. Leibniz, Discourse on Metaphysics, p. 13.
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