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Introduction

As aresult of the recent floods in the country which broke out in spring, 2019, Keyword:
affecting many cities of the country, not only many lives and properties were lost ~Khuzestan
and huge numbers of citizens were displaced, but also serious problems were cre-  view
ated. One of these problems was the disorder incurred damaging the views of the  urban
cities, villages and natural environment. In this regard, the intensity and volume rural
of such disorder in Khuzestan province was much greater compared with other ~natural environment
parts of the country. It was because in Khuzestan very extensive areas were seri- Ahvaz
ously inflicted by the floods for much longer time. Accordingly, large numbers of
levees and floodgates were built in various urban and rural spots of the province to
mitigate the impact of flood havoc. As a consequence of these proceedings, many
urban beautification practices previously done, including built urban furniture,
particularly those built alongside the rivers, were totally damaged. The visual
quality of urban and rural views in the province, though, was not that satisfactory
even before breaking out of the floods. As such, the main problem the present
study aimed to address was describing the challenges related with views of urban
and rural spots in the province in general and to propose preventive approaches
and regulations to lessen the destructive impacts of unexpected crises like floods
and the likes in particular. The extent to which the urban view of Khuzestan prov-
ince has been affected by the floods under discussion is the question the present
study aimed to answer. The final aim of the study is to direct the attention of urban
and rural authorities as well as those involved in natural resources towards the
potentially dangerous problems existent in their districts particularly in the case of
unexpected floods. As far as the issue of the impact of the floods on the urban and
rural views as well as on natural resources is concerned, the author did not find
any study done before. Most studies carried out so far have dealt with resistance
of the cities during a flood.

Methodology

In terms of its objective, this research is a fundamental one. The approach
adopted is qualitative and the methodology is descriptive-analytic. The data
were collected based on field studies, personal observation, library sources and
certain databases.
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Findings

The most noticeable impact of the floods on urban and rural views included
levees and floodgates (picture 1), channels (picture 2), urgent excavation from
the natural environment and leaving the exploited location behind, after the
abatement of the flood, without being restored (picture 3 & 4) and using plastic
materials and damaging the urban furniture as well as the view of the riverbanks
(picture 5 & 6). Now that floods can be controlled in certain parts of Khuzestan
thanks to upper land dams, it is imperative to set certain regulations to provide
more protection in this regard.

Picture 1 Picture 2
An image of a levee alongside the river An image of one of the old channels in the suburb
Source: (Irna Press) of Ahvaz

Source: (Author)

Picture 3 Picture 4

Excavation from natural environment (Location: A A levee left behind in the natural environment after
connecting road, Ahvaz) the abatement of the flood

Source: (Author) Source: (Asr-e-Iran Daily)

Picture 5 Picture 6

Levees made of plastic materials and clay Damaging the riverbanks as a result of building levees

Source: (Unknown) Source: (Rahyab Press)
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Khuzestan province and its center, Ahvaz, are presently facing with major
and urgent problems, in addition to those problems caused by recent floods,
like disposal of wastewater and urban runoff as well as environmental pollu-
tion. Any of these problems has got embroiled authorities as well as people.
For example, during the last few years, due to the first rain in fall along with
cumulative environmental pollution, many people in Ahvaz have been hos-
pitalized. Also, the issue of suspended dust articles has created tremendous
change for this province. Given the urgent problems and challenges men-
tioned, it seems that addressing the issue of urban and rural views as well as
natural resources in Khuzestan among such problems is a luxurious fantasy.
Although Khuzestan was already in a problematic situation in terms of urban
and rural views even before the floods. The fact, however, is that ignoring
the problematic situation of urban and rural views and of natural resources in
Khuzestan can not only compound the problems during a crisis like an unex-
pected flood but also nullify the positive practices previously done. It is, thus,
imperative that during a crisis, the items previously built can be kept. This
issue is especially important because the natural resources of Khuzestan has
been exploited unreasonably. Excavation drillings, oil pipes stretching across
the city and the imposed eight-year war, all have imposed huge pressure on
this province. Therefore, given the special place of Khuzestan (for its tourism
attractions and historically ancient background) it is vitally important to pay
special attention to Khuzestan province in terms of urban and rural views as
well as to its natural resources. The importance of this issue doubles when
we remember that the first impression of every location plays a major role in
creating a mentality of that location, whether positive or negative, just like the
mechanism which is used to promote the products. If development of tourism
is intended in this province, creating a positive mentality of the whole prov-
ince is fundamentally important. At the same time, it should not be forgotten
that Khuzestan province is one of the major spots of the country in which
natural disasters often occur. Therefore, utmost endeavor must be made in
order to minimize the impacts of such crises. It seems that through adopting
long term approaches and setting standards and regulations, the mentioned
problems can be minimized. In this respect, paying attention to visual quality
of the surrounding environment plays a key role in enhancing the place of
Khuzestan as one of the major origins of human civilization.

Suggestions

It is suggested that the crisis staff of the province, as the key executive
agent and authority, adopt regulations to conserve the visual image of cities,
villages and natural environment of the province and inform the local munici-
palities. Also, another approach is encouraging people to act spontancously to
keep the visual image of their surrounding clean.
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