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An Applied Study on the Shiite Jurisprudential Changes of
Contemporary Era in Women's Rights and Freedom
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Rasoul Mazaheri Kohanestani', Mohammad Javad Heidarian Dolatabadi’
This descriptive-analytical research was conducted with the aim of investigating the Shiite
jurisprudential changes in women's rights and freedom and the effect of time and place
on these changes; thus, jurisprudential sources, including original inferential ones during
last forty years, were examined. After reviewing them, it was determined that there was
no research that had examined the subject of this research. The findings of this research
demonstrate that the open door of ljtihad, the use of secondary and governmental orders,
and the use of reason and custom in Shiite jurisprudence have caused to happen positive
and considerable changes in women's rights and freedom. By examining Shiite jurists'
Fatwas, according to women's current life, positive changes in some issues such as
inheritance, blood money, women's right to leave home, freedom and independence in
marriage, the right to divorce, all kinds of political participations, and novel issues about
Hijab are visible and women have had more rights and freedom by them. This research
concluded that from this point of view, women have had different legal orders compared
to the early jurisprudence.

Keywords: changes of rights, civil freedom, Shiite jurisprudence, women's rights.
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