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The Economic and Political Benefits of Russia and England on the
Road to Iran in the Qajar Period

Abstract

The Russian and British governments, as world powers in the nineteenth
century, considered the road as a tool for their political, economic,
military and cultural domination in Iran. For this reason, they took
widespread advantages in the field of road construction from Iran in the
north and south. The content of the most of these advantages have been
less studied. The Russians and the British used modern equipment to
construct roads and brought their own experts into Iran, which
contributed to the development of road construction in Iran. However,
they imposed the direction of the roads to Iranian government and
gradually began to expand their political dominance over the roads. In
general, the road construction process entered a new phase in the Qajar
period, and the main roads of Iran have significantly grown. But as a
comparison, the rate of constructions was lower in Iran compared to the
neighbors, including the Ottomans due to the interference of foreign
powers and the lack of serious determinations. Due to the importance of
the issue, this paper aimed to examine various issues surrounding road
construction in the second half of Qajar based on exciting documents.
The references are very superficial and thus the documents can provide a
lot of information about the construction of the roads. In this regard, the
documents of English companies in Iran, especially the Lynch Brothers
Company, are of great importance.

Keywords: Russia, England, chussee, Qajar, development, political and
military interference
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