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1. The need for a specialised study of Nader Shah’s army was noted in V.J. Parry and
M.E. Yapp, War, Technology and Society in the Middle East (London/Oxford, 1975),
24. The need was partly met by Perry’s article (J.R. Perry “Army IV—Afshar and
Zand” in Encyclopaedia Iranica 2: 506-508), but new source material has become
available since that time.

2. Rudi Matthee, “Unwalled Cities and Restless Nomads: Firearms and Artillery in
Safavid Iran” in Safavid Persia: The History and Politics of an Islamic Society, ed.
Charles Melville (London, 1996). See also Rohan D’souza,““Crisis before the Fall: Some
Speculations on the Decline of the Ottomans, Safavids and Mughals,” Social Scientist
30 (Sep. 2002): 18-19 (though | have some reservations about the wider argument
there). For the Safavid army generally, see V. Minorsky, ed. and trans., Tadhkirat al-
Muluk (Cambridge, 1943), 30-36 and Haneda “Army Ill—Safavid” in Encyclopaedia
Iranica 2:503-506.

3. Hodgson, Marshall G.S. The Venture of Islam 3: The Gunpowder Empires and
Modern Times (Chicago, 1974).
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4. Paul Luft, Iran unter Schah ‘Abbas II. (1642-1666), PhD dissertation, Goettingen,
1968,35-36.
5. V. Minorsky, ed. and trans., Tadhkirat al-Muluk (Cambridge, 1943), 32-34.
6. V. Minorsky, trans. and ed., Tadhkirat al-Muluk (Cambridge, 1943), 33
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Luft, Iran unter Schah ‘Abbas II, 36-38.
7. Rudi Matthee, “Unwalled Cities and Restless Nomads: Firearms and Artillery in
Safavid Iran,” in Safavid Persia: The History and Politics of an Islamic Society, ed.
Charles Melville (London, 1996), 410.
o1 el Bedl 505 0 S o (55b iz 0 a5 |y i plgal og 08,5 lawy hErul b albOg slaaiws A
(Axworthy, The Sword of Persia, 48-49).
9. For the Lezges, see the “Lettre du Pere Bachoud, Missionairelde la Compagnie de
Jesus en Perse, Ecrite de Chamakie le 25 Septembre 1721 in Lettres Edifiantes et
Curieuses Ecrites des Missions Etrangeres (Paris, 1780) 4: 118; for the Afshars and
Kurds of Khorasan, see Mirza Mohammad Mahdi Astarabadi, Jahangosha-ye Naderi;
translated into French by Sir William Jones as the Histoire de Nader Chah (London,
1770) (JN); (original Persian text, ed. Abdollah Anvar, [Tehran, 1377/ 1998]), 1: 12.
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10. Basile Vatatzes, Persica: Histoire de Chah-Nadir, ed. N. lorga (Bucharest, 1939),
133.
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el 48,5 158 LS 3550
“Basile Vatatzes and His History of Nader Shah” in Oriente Moderno 2 (2006), 331—
343.
11. See, for example, Abraham of Crete, The Chronicle of Abraham of Crete (CAC), ed.
and trans., G.A. Bournoutian (Costa Mesa, 1999), 118.
12. Abraham of Crete, The Chronicle of Abraham of Crete, 118. It is evident from the
description of their armor that Abraham of Crete was primarily describing Nader’s
heavy cavalry here (for the light cavalry, see note 17 below). The description fits the
soldiers in the images painted in the 1750s to accompany an early text of Mirza Mahdi
Astarabadi’s Jahangosha-ye Naderi—published with an edition of that text by Soroush
and Negar in Tehran in 1991 with an introduction by Abdolali Adib Barumand.
13. Mohammad Kazem Marvi Yazdi, Alam Ara-ye Naderi, 3rd ed., ed. Mohammad
Amin Riyahi (Tehran, 1374/1995), 887-888.
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(for example, von Hammer, Geschichte des Osmanischen Reiches (Pest, 1831) 8:47 . .
.ein Heer von hunderttausend Persern, von eben so vielen Kurden und Arabern
verstaerkt . . .” ). See also note 18 below.

15. Jonas Hanway, An Historical Account of the British Trade Over the Caspian Sea. .
.to which are added The Revolutions of Persia during the Present Century, with the
Particular History of the Great Usurper Nadir Kouli (London 1753), 1: 253
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The description is quoted in S Subrahmanyam, “Un Grand Derangement: Dreaming an
Indo-Persian Empire in South Asia, 1740-1800,” Journal of Early Modern History
(Leiden, 2000): 4: 358 and Laurence Lockhart’s article “De Voulton’s Noticia,”
Bulletin of the School of Oriental Studies 4 (February 1926): 234; and also appears in
the letter of Pe're Saignes—“Lettre du Pe're Saignes de Chandernagore, 10 Fevrier

1740” in Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuses Ecrites des Missions Etrangeres (Paris,[178/),
4: 230-277 which seems to derive from the same source.
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17. Robert W. Olson, The Siege of Mosul and Ottoman-Persian Relations 1718-1743
(Bloomington, 1975), 122—124 and 165
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18. Christopher Duffy, The Army of Frederick the Great (Newton Abbot, 1974), 165.
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19. Hanway, An Historical Account of the British Trade, 1: 251-3.
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(see Axworthy, The Sword of Persia, 210 for illustration).
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21. For example, The Chronicle of Abraham of Crete, 39.

22. Von Hammer 1831, 8: 48. Lockhart seems to have mistaken ‘hundert sechzehn’ for

‘hundert sechszig’ because he gives the number of cannons as 160 (L. Lockhart, Nadir

Shah [London, 1938], 230).

23. See Barumand’s edition of Astarabadi’s Jahangosha-ye Naderi, 96, 322.

24. See The Chronicle of Abraham of Crete, 39
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(Vatatzes, Persica, 283-284).

25. See, for example, Vatatzes, Persica, 282-3.

26. Quoted in Christopher Bellamy, The Evolution of Modern Land Warfare: Theory

and Practice (London, 1990), 214.

27. Willem Floor, Nader Shah (forthcoming).

28. For an extended discussion of Nader’s religious policy, see Ernest Tucker, “Nadir

Shah and the Ja’fari Madhhab Reconsidered,” Iranian Studies 27, no. 1-4 (1994): 163—

179; and his recent book Nadir Shah’s Quest for Legitimacy in Post-Safavid Iran

(Florida, 2006).

29. Most notably at the siege of Kandahar in 1738; see Axworthy, The Sword of Persia,

184-5.

30. See J.R. Perry, “Forced Migration in Iran During the Seventeenth and Eighteenth

Centuries,” Iranian Studies 8, no. 4 (1975): 199-215.

31. Astarabadi, Jahangosha-ye Naderi, 1: 162.

32. Basile Vatatzes, Voyages de Basile Vatace en Europe et en Asie, ed. E. Legrand

(Paris, 1886), 223. See also Axworthy on Vatatzes in Oriente Moderno, 332-333 and

note.

33. For further discussion, see Axworthy, The Sword of Persia, 83—4. See also Jos

Gommans, “Indian Warfare and Afghan Innovation During the Eighteenth Century,” in

Warfare and Weaponry in South Asia 1000-1800, ed. J.L. Gommans and D.H.A. Kolff

(New Delhi, 2001). It is likely that many of the practices examined by Gommans

lalas Sua=l ol yoidl S b eolisS [ S obgS ) Kais=] (glo oyl I8 51 oolictul calamdle LB oo 4)

Ly yica & yg0 4 oy olinam] aF g olial (25,1 5o o] cdlol a8 (plaiolgms [0 5 ot sailos b oS

5,5 oo s [ ol a5l o lal ylssl goaile 3 (lgie 4
34. Abraham of Crete, The Chronicle of Abraham of Crete, 118.
35. C.A. Bayly, Imperial Meridian: The British Empire and the World 1780-1830
(London, 1989), 23; C. Issawi, The Economic History of Iran 1800-1914 (Chicago,
1971), 20; W. Floor, The Economy of Safavid Persia (Wiesbaden, 2000), 2-3.
36. Willem Floor, “Dutch Trade in Afsharid Persia (1730-1753)” (article, forthcoming).
37. Axworthy, The Sword of Persia (London, 2006), 169.
38. For the reforms, see Axworthy, The Sword of Persia, 180, and A.K.S. Lambton,
“The Tribal Resurgence and the Decline of the Bureaucracy in the Eighteenth Century,”
in Studies in 18th Century Islamic History, ed. Thomas Naff and Roger Owen
(Carbondale and Edwardsville, 1977),123-7
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(see Mansur Sefatgol, “The Question of Awqaf Under the Afsharids,” in Studia Iranica:
Cahiers vol 21/Materiaux pour I’Histoire Economique du Monde Iranien, ed. Rika
Gyselen and Maria Szuppe [Paris, 1999] and Bayly, Imperial Meridian: The British
Empire and the World 1780-1830 (London, 1989).
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