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The contexts and the intellectual and religious foundations
of Khwaja Nizam al- Mulk's political thought

abstract

The Siyasatnameh is one of the key sources of political thought in the
Seljuk era and in fact, it was one of the Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk'’s plan
for governance. Khwaja Nizam al-Malk's campaign, which for thirty
years as a Saljuk tribal elder Vzier (minister) was trying to reduce the
consequences of the domination of Turks in Iran, ultimately results in
duality . On the one hand, a theory of Islamic monarchy was developed,
according to which, although justice is a good royal rule, But it did not
mean that there is a right to remove the dishonest Sultan, and on the
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other hand, although religion is the cornerstone of the Islamic monarchy,
but when it comes to justice, religion starting to dissolving in political
discourses . The present paper focuses on Siyasatnameh and uses the
theory of Iranshahry (ideal monarch) and Ash'ari's theology to answer
the question of what the historical conditions of Khwaja led to the way in
which to proceed in Policies speak of it and its ideas are based on which
kind of theoretical foundations. The paper concludes with this
conclusion that Nizam alMulk combining the ideas of Iransahry and
Ash'aris theology to oppose with those people who accuse them of
heresy and evil religious beliefs and in the end establishes a system of
thought in order to ultimately fulfill its intended concept of justice.
Key Words: Khwaja Nizam al- Mulk, Siyasatnameh, Seljuks, Ismailis,
Iranshahry, Ash'ari's theology.
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