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Moral Identity: Identification and Validation of Moral Traits
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Abstract
I n order to construct a moral identity scale primarily based on Aquino and Reed (2002) model, two pilot studies were
conducted. The first study aimed to identify moral traits among college students. One hundred and twenty two students
(56% females) participated in a free-listing task. The participants were asked to list characteristics that a moral person possessed. A
content analysis of the traits based on five criteria (Hardy et al, 2011) resulted in 26 non-redundant traits. In order to obtain further
evidence that these 26 traits had sufficient content validity, in a sample different from the first study 217 students (58% females)
were asked to rate each trait using a scale ranging from 1(absolutely unnecessary) to 5 (absolutely necessary). The results indicated
that 24 traits were judged to be above the midpoint of the scale. Investigating the results of females and males students led to
identification of nine traits that had the highest ratings: polite, trustworthy, honest, self-respect, rational, loyal, fair, religious, and
patient. These nine traits were considered as identity-invoking stimuli for constructing moral identity scale. The implications of the

findings were discussed.
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1. maturity
2. morality
3. modest

4. moral identity
5. self-model
6. judgment of responsibility

10. schemas
11. prototypes
12. scripts

7. self-consistency
8. concerns
9. activation
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4. community service
5. social self-schema
6. self-conception

1. plans
2. accessibility
3. moral exemplar

7. spreading activation
8. Anderson, J. R.
9. invoking

10. cue
11. naturalistic conceptions
12. character
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4. moral discourse
5. ethics of autonomy
6. ethics of community

1. inductive
2. internalization
3. symbolization

7. ethics of divinity
8. individualism
9. individual-centered

10. duty-based

GTOZ JaWWINS /77 anss| /1T “|0A- S1S160]0yaAsd uelued| :ABojoyasd [eauswdojansg

-
<
D



¥

VAL bl /€€ 0 5lowd /o233l S — Sl oy bwlidylyy 2 J925 owlindylgy

<
-

Sl ool o0

(103 FF) (sudigen pols 5 (30,37F) Sludl pole slaais,
9 VWA s opSSke b oolil oSl ¢ 9 ply ol
D9 YIVE 5 sl Bl yzal

53 0s%) 528 Slaseie > S Sy S eSS
3y Sy oS 0 S8 Wb 1in S il |y @le ol g (b
(e Gl Slao b Glaogad da Shg 4> (ol)b S
L3S S8 &S 1) o b cluogas da Sk jl sl a
OBASCS 1 €l gin 5 Cuonnd jd oyl BMB] 58
)29l oS 3 oadealyd glad 3 (Sloj Cudgione (g
@355l oloj bawgle psboas [l dude ja )3 08 )
S o Jsb 4883 VO b Ve SaseS

OBAS S b laguol WdS ) 3y90 )5 Ciglad al,d
A5 e (S e, Sl Sk Ayl cunned S 4
Sy co3)) Jhme iy bl g ol (slgime Julos
(8555 syt Sy (Y00 Sl 5 (SISl el
4 TSy slagal (Vons e e s,
So oo 2 4 Sy ST 0D el Bl gl
A5 Sglite Fusl 93 SRl 03%e ¢ Jlie (slp) 392 oS
Jlo (slp) Bu 03> puws Slao & gl (Y (W0 a8 )5
1) B8 Gl 1 Gyme (¥ (45 0313 4ol et &y il
Tinsen (S1aeS) (F (8l il je0 & pguo (S oo
a2 o Cuadl (10 4 &S w8 (Jle slp) Bas (S
o5 s L g el slagealy (B g o o3l yus jouds
WS Bls (045 gl ;o b zes JB &S (N<Y)

Ehads) G i iy > oAS S 5 WY claguly
Sl dors (55 5 b a5 sl (Sig AV-  Jande
)Yy Jaiho o & 4lg) oo 0rdeuS iy
68 cplaio ¢ ylo ygmo ¢ 33lko «dll cgy0liS 10 oligS
S5y dlazel LB o lolby sttty caslgze (ol ool
Y818 el gloeuw ¢ gt ¢ silaie ¢ yiudily9d Dg5 4y pl sl
b e g el wlsl csem b il f lueigil

o> Bigad o (SIS S8y (ol (oo 1Y dalllae
Mo )3V +) (G0)8 By90 (9ol (15 uoyd OA) VIV I asllas
Sl pole sloaid) w8yl (ol ) g (30 )3VA) (olid)S

kil b o lacglss Sl cladiges I osel comse

Sl ansls

P9

Ol GBSy 9 wog 5 5yl Gimeh bg)
5 551 (sg 3l ol D3 gy 1 (e odas jboty sty
2ol ' I Bgeisiy B9y |y o s 45 g (V)
ST s )3 5k ol sl gy cul (Voo X a2 5 (i)
G el p a3 gyl (V) it g STly bawgs
@ 0yejy) LD ) bdlshe o malie S (il Wigeiln
5505 (sladiges | nigas 52 N gn ity Lndiges Aoy
ly) Stan e ol o Filel perde o sl
(VARA) s 5 Sy (VAF ¢ Ly o 508 DAV (3, o Jleo
L @lShy 0 S chasei iy Sl calis oy
GlSs Sy B 5 sl SAISES b ) 8,8 ey
5 de (I Jluy jased o la Sy bl cusgd
oS i SRy ol G S G ) sgine
dolllas )3 Ll 05059 (i Cobll | padls 008 5y
oo bl ety (liges i JlSbo & (0 (g ¢l pg
IR Bged I sgine g (apde (I Sl el
S otz |y I Sy cpl Mg SASES 5

22l Sledie e g3 3l lagh i cp
2aSy 5lalT s s @SS G ol Jgl dalllas Lcd)S
Cirogi |y (B el S (Bases s il 4 oy
|y M) e sldS, 5l slaegoono ddlllan ol 5,5 o
Sy Wnlsd & oty gl alllae regd 5 25l pal 8
Ssie & Jo) ddlas § odel Camdty sladS, 4l b
Sldges o ciiwd slyy daly Cosn Builenl 3 oS e
505 iz NS S ) dadllas Soges ) coglite
5 S ooty a5l 1) coonl it & (5145, N0 b
09)5 cnl 1) SW Cogp Wil oo olosel B j5boay
Wigd astie (ljle Jled

flae Bigei o Y] g0, plulid ) Axlline

3. non-redundant
4. compound

1. moral prototype method
2. exemplars

5. modifier 7. idiosyncratic
6. synonymous
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1. immoral 2. neutral

3. distant
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