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Abstract
T his study aimed to examine the developmental trend of post-formal thinking from adolescence through adulthood in
Isfahan. The sample consisted of 345 participants in four age groups: 15 to 18 year-olds (n=108), 19 to 29 year-olds
(n=142), 30 to 45 year-olds (n=44), and over 46 year-olds (n=51). The participants were selected by cluster sampling answered the
Social Paradigm Belief Inventory (SPBI; Kramer, Kahlbaugh and Goldstone, 1992). The results of analysis of variance indicated
that there were not significant group effects on SPBI scores. The pair-wise comparisons were significant between 15 to 18 year-olds
and 19 to 29 year-olds in absolutistic thinking. Overall, the developmental trend of absolutistic thinking decreased as age increased,
and age trends of relativistic thinking and dialectic thinking were constant. The results were discussed based on adult cognitive
development theories.
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1. postformal 3. subjective
2. non-core 4. context-dependent

5. thesis 7. synthesis
6. anti-thesis 8. absolutistic thinking
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1. relativistic thinking
2. dialectical thinking

3. cognitive structures
4. gerontology

5. cognitive flexibility 7.truth
6. knowing



S 1528 Sy 09 ] I3 S5 Sy

P57 N9y d9)0 Al Jimgdy cnl  ((Kipyd lacglis
a2l alks ol Lyl Keed S o eliull g Sa
Coows &1 (25 o (2L T 51 ey 9 (215 s S

b s Sy S
o*9)

Rk Utgy 9 ehie g9l Jpd GRagk ol
o Gl anl cwl Gawlie Jo gy )l oy
0y9d (suwo dlold > aS g (o8l alS Jold imgh
9 WAL ol jd 5 (Jlo VO B YD) sl b Jlosgs
bl CogSiw et o ) VYA
oop BAa g ek gy Ppehie 4 drg b
leMbl g s a8, 3 Jai )0 w09, gy ¢ Joo0
oasie 3o Ll Jad g Muast ¢ i diile B ldCyres
2)9> el g (oltwd (i & ofly )3 Glue A
Wb o (S VO U VY s edgize jo 1) eliunl clles
g9 ol il j oluebl 5 sl la st Gluss! b
cbal Jlo YA B VA s 03950 )0 (lgngi 09,5 S
ol 9 JW VO B Y Sloj il b 100 (sleeg,S .0
S5 oy Gl plal g 09)S 93
YO U ¥ (Jlo YA UV i sbrodgizme jo (S5
Jbo £+ 03l o)lSen g joa pas I 4 Glagh e
09,5 5 &b Bl gk by il eg)S cnl 5L YL 4
09,5 Llsie 4 g el BT (09,5 d9an0 2lisi b Jluilo
85 5 > (Y o Jlo ¥5 05,8) imgiy ool plaer (oo
SaS gy Hliwd Azl dged Obj e M 4
OSdngh ohliws QB! Gy jolatecndy A5 48)S
BAd ged 0yglie 5 (awlidiylyy aidy bgomdaly I (golaws
o) A58 eSS 1y ool 3590 dnliw A atwlgs Ll 5l
ilwodlel g 31,31 8> 39 Ban ¢d 4 Sl jolaie a4y IS

el slolis 5 olisgs glaliw o)y con 5 kil

G99 5 yol,S (eloaidly sl ox 3131 5| sy sy
i i) Gy mh bcasdse ) odlid L (VAA)
S 93 0 a8 4B )y (5 cpl sl 5 1,5 s
5 b ORI G ol » Sty g 15 s
6 g b M Sl SE 4y el clles
S OYWS ) i 3 (e SOgS (S oo
Lol YLS )5 o ol Saslboyee ¢ Saslby ol 45
5 Stannp (slnoyes (g )blins jobo 4 (bl b duslia
Sl 5PV s gy 5 2 (550l S S
sloinl mbhl olayol anlow (61,5 s 5 SSIbs (slaysls
TY B YA diged 09,5 13 y5S o abluw 3l odlaiwl b &S 55 (V+VY)
5 1S e SE  EASES 5 clboye b bl s
Dy pYb St 3 S5 b duslio j SasIbd
dla (Kimjd g ulidpaye gl ol 2 g3l
38 oBola g djlo e |y Cusdly (b &S sloged ¢loj porcie
26 1y csls el ol b g il o gy
o 5 (S 5l pory a4 Sinyd porde dlly 5> iled S
245 0l o)lil gelyr ol (6)lB) S g ajgl S5
St g g 0 o b 2Ll Sj suaie claaus
P by S8 Sew g Siap daly uyp b (V0Y)
5 SSIbd S Wiy i g oo o (Llod ogud (glue
. - & ¥z
Gl il Cwla b SE Ly (Shy LSS
Sy SE W) 4o s 5 (Vo) +) Sl 9 Sy
L guan g 0dd Slrd yide laShomy 4 oxie 0l
@Sl (ERSCS,S 5l Gla e (LS slaadl
Oieoj el bl Slna (Saom 5 SeSlbs SE b
VP e dlols 3 (x diged o 3j90 3 (Vo 0)) g 92
ol elazs! gl cela gl dmlos 5l oolizl b Jls Ae b
doyd 99 g0 s elisl Sar il 50 1S e Sa5 Lal
0955 3 Ui Jlo VY BV s 09, 50 el o St
Moy g g Jho Ar U FY Gww 0g)S o Jw ¥o U VY o
et J 32 3l g Ll s 03,8 3 Kl o

D9 JuuS 5 Blgl (w095 9 Slozgs Bl (w095

1. formistic 2. mechanistic

3. recursive 4. holistic
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1. Social Paradigm Belief Inventory (SPBI)
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1. Shapiro-Whilk

2. Lewin
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