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Iranian Youth Attitudes To Marriage:
Findings from a National Survey
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Abstract
I n this article the findings of a national survey regarding Iranian youth attitudes to marriage were presented. A sample of
2680 male and female university and high school students from cities of Tehran, Tabriz, Zahedan and Sanandaj participated
and answered Marriage Values Survey (Delkhamoush, 2005) derived from Shwartz Cultural Values Theory (Shwarts & Ros, 1995).
Findings indicated autonomy and egalitarianism as the foremost positive values towards marriage and embededness as the foremost
negative value toward marriage. However, autonomy and egalitarian values were not associated to all aspects of marriage. In other
words, despite of the nontraditional attitudes of youth toward marriage, autonomy was not applied to all marital behaviors.
Differences in groups' attitudes toward marriage values were discussed on the basis of Iran socio-economic development and its

various effects on traditional values of the Iranian society.
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4. deinstitutionalized
5. context
6. modernization

1. dating
2. cohabitation
3. same-sex marriage

7.convergence 10. nuclear
8. attitude

9. globalization
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1. individualism-collectivism 3. autonomy
2. vertical-horizontal

4. intellectual autonomy

5. affective autonomy
6. embeddedness

7. hierarchy
8. egalitarianism
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1. co-operation
2. endogamy

3. mate choice (mate selection)
4. evolutionary biology

5. sociobiology
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2. monogamy 4. resource theory
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1. physical attractiveness

2. intangible resources

3. mate preferences
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1. smallest space analysis (SSA)

2. multidimensional scalling (MDS)
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