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Origin of Soul in Sadra’s Evolutionary View and Emergentism Evolutionary View
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Abstract

In the theological discussions of Christianity, which is not alien to the theological issues of
Islam, there are three broad views on the soul’s origin: traducianism, creationism and pre-
existence view. But today, in philosophy of religion and literature of mind, William Hasker
posits an alternative view of origins called emergent substance dualism.

Tertullian believed in traducianism that means “souls following the creation of the first
pair (i.e. Adam and Eve) successively generate additional souls (i.e. diachronically not
synchronically) where souls are parturient or fissile”. “According to traducianism, God
creates at least one soul directly and immediately”. Soul is produced by physical parents and
with physical body. Some verses of the holy book support this but it is not clear how
immaterial soul can be generated through a completely physical process.

The view of creationism is that God creates souls directly and immediately in mother's
womb. This view was supported by many early fathers of the church and some statements of
the holy book.

On the pre-existence view God created all human souls prior to the creation of the world in
a heavenly state. This view is based on the idea that there is a kind of "store of souls” in the
sky where God stores souls and he expects to baby's body in mother' womb be created and
then attaches the soul to it. This view has no holy book support.

On Hasker’s emergent substance dualism, evolutionary movement, hierarchical system,
systematic communications and network interactions of elements lead to emergence of novel
soul, a new thing which cannot be attributed to its underlined components and relation of
those components. It is the physics that has the power or ability to develop and create soul -
regardless of the divine relief and assistance of God. At first glance, emergentism and
creationism seem to be alien; but, if causality is put aside in emergentist arguments, it
becomes a magical quality. Because without any explanation, higher level features suddenly
are occurred and if causation is accepted, this theory has an explanatory gap. In fact, the
emergence of higher levels such as thinking from the lower level neurological events needs
the existence of effect to be superior than cause. If the effect is more complete, then the effect
has given up something that lacks it! And then higher level features have emerged from
nothing. Lower level entities can be able to produce system properties, but these properties do
not exceed in their existences from the level existence of those entities.
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assuming this scientific fact that in the course of evolution , creatures become more
complex and higher than simpler and lower ones, this problem arises that how these
phenomena can be realized without destroying the causality principle that: no effect can be
greater than its own cause.

Sadra with offering philosophical foundations of principality of the existence, intensifying
and substantial movement, analogical gradation and hierarchy of existence gave his theory of
soul's corporeal origination. , there are similarities and differences between this approach and
Hasker's approach.

In the monotheistic and quranic viewpoint of Sadra, everything reflects the existence of
god , then the soul apparently emerge from matter but verily God diffuses as it seems that
water slake, but God really slakes, or seems that doctor cures but God really cures. Because
the relationship between the creatures and the creator is reflective, like as reflection of the
sunlight and moonlight. therefore , if the matter is productive and the creator of the soul , this
creation and production in sadra's view is reflective and true agent is God the creator of the
soul .But even in sadra 's view, the body has not reflective agency and creation for soul; Body
is merely receptive. Somebodies unfortunately make mistakes that in Sadra's view the
producer of soul is body like evolutionism and dualist emergentism of Hasker. Sadra's view
about soul origination includes creationism, evolutionism, emergentism and even pre-
existence view. It has positive points of creationism, evolutionism, emergentism and even
pre-existence without negative points of them.

Keywords: emergent substance dualism; dualism; creationism; relationship of soul and body;
Corporeal origination.
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