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Abstract

Fictional objects like “Hamlet” or “Rostam” pose many problems for Logicians
and thinkers theorizing about perception. The problem lies in the fact that, on
the one hand, we think and speak about these objects and, on the other hand,
we can’t find them in our world. Two groups are theorizing this issue.
Proponents of the first group think that there are not any fictional object; they
are just words. The others find these objects indispensable and they work on
the ontology of them. The latter thinkers offer different views on the ‘mode of
being’ of fictional objects. But these two groups have faced some problems.
However, Roman Ingarden sees the main problem in ignoring one of the
possible modes of being. He shows that fictional objects are “purely intentional
objects” depending first and foremost on conscious acts and also on some
physical or ideal object. In this paper, we offer the ideas of the above-
mentioned groups and then propose Ingarden’s views.

Keywords: fictional objects, existential dependence, modes of being,
heteronomous objects, purely intentional objects.
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Introduction

Fictional objects cause some problems in logic and perception. Therefore some
philosophers working in these areas seek to reject these objects completely.
They reject fictional objects as a product of language deceptions or improper
speech. However, others find it indispensable that there are fictional objects in
some mode of being. They suppose that fictional objects are non-existent
objects or abstract objects or possible objects. But they have many problems.
Contrary to the two groups that accept or reject fictional objects, Ingarden find
a conceptual apparatus to explain the mode of being of these objects by
rethinking ontological categories.

Fictional objects in logic and language

The propositions ‘unicorn does not exist” or “Holmes is a fictional character”
lead us to the point that we should accept that, according to logical rules,
unicorn and Holmes exist. However, Russel thinks that this is not the case. If
we paraphrase the proposition, according to the logic and theory of
‘determinate descriptions’, the fictional names do not appear in subject term
and so there is not any reason for accepting their existence.

Fictional objects in perception

Every day, we intend fictional objects in reading stories or seeing paintings, etc.
Perception is an intentional act and it should have some object. So we should
accept that fictional objects as the objects of our intentional acts exist. But in
Husset]’s view, it is possible that a conscious act does not have any object; there
are object-less acts. Yet they are intentional because they have some content.
In intending fictional objects, the act has no object, not a merely real object.
For Husserl, we think that there are fictional objects just because we speak
impropertly as if there are fictional objects.

Accepting fictional objects

The writers who accept fictional objects propose various ontological views on
their mode of being. Meinong views them as non-existent objects. They do not
exist actually but they have a weak mode of being, namely, non-existence.
Meinong’s critics accuse him of considering fictional objects as abstract objects,
which are not created but just are selected and used in a text or painting etc. by
an artist. Fictional objects like other artifacts are created and so they cannot be
abstract or ideal objects.

Existence of fictional objects in Ingarden

We should see Ingarden’s view in contrast with views of two groups: the one
that rejects fictional objects and the other that accepts them and work on the
ontology of them according to traditional categories. For Ingarden, their
difficulties have their root in the fact that they ignore an important category or
mode of being and they work with only two mode of being: real and ideal.
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Ingarden proposes four modes of being: absolute, ideal, real, and purely
intentional. Purely intentional objects have their ontic foundation in conscious
acts and they depend on consciousness for their persistence. However, they
transcend conscious acts in the sense that none of their moments are moments
of corresponding acts. First and foremost, purely intentional objects are
heteronomous objects. Their properties are not imminent in them. They atre
only ascribed to them by conscious acts of the artist who create them in a work
or those who intend them in the work. Second, they have points of
indeterminacy. They are constituted by limited sentences or limited acts. So
there are many of their properties that are not determined. We should notice
that this indeterminacy is ontological, not epistemological. Third, they are two-
sided. Regarding their structure, they are purely intentional objects and they
depend on conscious acts. But regarding their content, they can be in any mode
of being, real or ideal or even purely intentional. Fictional objects have these
properties too. First, “Hamlet’ on itself has no property. Shakespeare intended
him to have some properties and readers of Hamilet should ascribe him the
properties mentioned in the text. Second, “Hamlet” is two-sided. On the one
hand, he is created by Shakespeare and he depends on conscious acts, but, on
the other hand, he is a real man in the fictional world. Third, “Hamlet” has
many points of indeterminacy. He has only those properties that Shakespeare
wrote in the play. We do not know his weight or height. We don’t know
whether he is right-handed or not. However, when we intend him, we
concretize his indeterminate properties, that is, determine them in imagination.

Conclusion

The concept of purely intentional being makes it possible to explain many of
the ontological properties of a fictional object. Moreover, it allows us to
transcend the related problems in logic and perception.
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