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Extended Abstract

The present paper attempts to shed light on a literary discourse which has been
dominant in Iranian literature field since mid-1380's .The case study here is an Iranian
poet, Alireza Azar whose poems have been defined through four characteristic features,
namely anti-idealism, disappointment toward future, individualism, and death-oriented
approach to life. Here we examine these features in relation to social and political
changes in post-revolutionary Iran. In fact, Azar here serves as an exemplary model
through which we can find out the correlations between social changes and the literary
discourse. Considering that critical discourse inquires the relation between discourses
and social context and goes beyond the historical limits and beliefs, it has been adopted
as the method. Although there are different approaches in critical discourse, critical
analysis of Norman Fairclough can conveniently explain how a certain notion of the
world has been articulated. It understands any conceptual frameworks in its context,
and challenges any absolute truths.
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INTRODUCTION

Iranian literature during the Islamic revolution and Imposed War was oriented to
ideals of the oppressed. It was so deeply committed to these ideals that set the work
of poet as versifier of the common pain and crusade against exploitation of any
kind. Poets and writers were writing on difficulties and injustice, however, the faith
dictated them to remain optimist. Revolutionary poems, which were too sensitive to
people's wishes and demands, attempted to open new perspectives toward the
future.

However, during the 1380's there was neither any confrontation nor hope. The
main concept in the poems of the poets in that decade was frustration and
disappointment to the future. In fact, history could not be a sign of progress,
because it represents a disabled circle of a nonsense life. Actually, there is an
unbridle individualism and atomized social picture in those poems instead of public
implications. This perspective actually does not follow the line of hopes and
braveness accepted during the revolution and Imposed war, and it suffers from a
fundamental nihilism.

So, two different kind of discourses can be considered: revolutionary discourse
and depairing discourse. The main reason of transition from the revolutionary
discourse to the latter was the changes in the social formation since the revolution.
Those social changes established the very subjects that have had a special
conception of themselves. They were utilizing art and literature contrasting with the
literature related to the Islamic revolution and Imposed war.

PURPOSE

This article, the hegemony of the despairing discourse during the 1380's; case study
Alireza Azar, inquires the transition from the discourse in the 60's to the despairing
discourse in the 1380's, and it shows the importance of the social-economic changes
in the taste of art for the people after Islamic revolution.

METHODOLOGY

For the current purpose of the paper, critical discourse analysis could be a proper
way of understanding. In addition to any formal aspects of literature, a different
range of cultural, social, and political elements touch it. In critical discourse
analysis, researcher does not only consider the literal aspects of the text, but he also
considers the external parts of the text, such as situational, cultural, and social...
aspects. So, based on critical discourse analysis the process of meaning production
in the literature is two folded: linguistic elements (like syntax), and non-linguistic
elements (like social, cultural, and political formation).



RESULT

By utilizing the methodology of Norman Fairclough, the reader of the article will
understand that how the revolutionary discourse was trying to interpret things in an
infinitive way, and to de-historize the conception of the individual and the world,
because it actually pretends itself as a natural situation, and finally deviates the
creative praxis of individuals.

CONCLUSION

The despairing discourse that Alireza Azar represents it is a result of a society
becoming fractional and anti-ideals because of social and political contests. This
discourse is the sign of an erosive confrontation that has penetrated to the depth of
social layers and has decreased the social integration. Therefore, the despairing
discourse accepts the world as a sphere of endless rancor, and then the ideal picture
in revolutionary and war-oriented poems defending an integrated community
rejected as a fairy-tales.
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