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1. Introduction

Language can be transformed into literary language either by literary
techniques and figures of speech or by syntactic reciprocation.
Jakobson suggests two approaches to make language artistic; the first
is that language moves along the metonymic pole and in the second
method, language flows at the metaphoric pole. To become artistic,
simple prose (Morsal prose) tends to the metonymic pole of language.
Therefore, while inspecting such literary works, using Jacobson's
theory seems to be of a tremendous use.

Studying the works of simple prose shows that the structure of
language is very much free in terms of its composition and order. This
flexibility has allowed writers not only to convey meaning in a variety
of beautiful ways but also enables them to convey secondary
meanings by means of syntactic reciprocation. To accomplish this
mission, considering the first part of the sentence is of great
importance. One of the elements that catches the attention in the
beginning of the sentence, is the Lihitial VavL]Simple prose (Morsal
prose) are particularly prominent in terms of employing initial Vav.
Considering the aforementioned fact, the Tarikh-i Bal'ami or
TLd Jkhnhd, Tarikh-i Sistan (History of Sistan) and Nowruznameh
(Epistle of Nowruz) are of particular quality and importance.

2. Methodology
Since this study is concerned with: initial Vav's position in the
primary structure of the sentence, and the composition and proximity
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of words, it is essential to examine the initial Vav in aforementioned
books, adopting the new theories of linguistics, in particular the
[theory of metonymic pole of the languagel]to identify some of the
virtues of this letter. Now the question is how, then, does it play a role
in disrupting ordinary language, creating secondary meanings and the
beauty of simple prose?

In order to find a suitable answer to the research question, this paper
examines aforementioned books, using a formalist approach and
emphasizing on Jacobsen's metonymic pole theory. And a descriptive-
analytical method based on structural stylistics has been adopted in
order to achieve the purpose of this article. so that the role of initial
Vav could be dealt with more conveniently by examining the
composition of sentence elements.

3. Discussion

The initial Vav has a high frequency in the structure of simple prose.
And as a stylistic element it serves an aesthetic function in simple
prose texts. Although initial Vav in such prose texts, has some
similarities to [Bstinaf Vav[]but the fundamental difference is in the
type of artistic influence and function.

In simple prose texts, these types of "Vavs" fall into two categories:

A. Quranic initial Vav: Old books of the first period of the Farsi
language show that the early sentences are sometimes influenced by
the translation of the Holy Quran, and their secondary implications
often emphasize on the notion. Like the Estinaf Vav, these Vavs often
serve a decorative and aesthetic linguistic function, the emphasis is
sometimes on the meaning and sometimes on affection and attention.
B. The syntactic rhetoric of the early Vavs imparted from ancient
Farsi: In simple prose books, we sometimes find thematic Vav letters
that are unaffected by the Arabic language, but there are some
indications that their syntactic rhetoric is retrieved from native culture
and ancient Farsi.

Occasionally, in simple prose, considering semantics there is such an
absolute discontinuity between the two sentences that it sounds like a
disjunction is inevitable, but the author avoids that and uses initial
Vav ahead of the second sentence, which has nothing to do with the
first sentence. In such cases, the initial Vav can have numerous
secondary implications that expand the meaning and add to the
elegance of the text. Some of the communicative and rhetorical
functions of this type of Vav letters are:

1. Occasionally, the initial Vav is used in the sense of emphasis.



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature

2. Sometimes the author, by placing Vav at the beginning of the
sentence, intends to derive another meaning from it and to imply the
meaning of the threat.

3. Sometimes, at the beginning of the sentence, initial Vav implies the
secondary concept of plurality.

4. In some cases, the initial Vav cause the sentence, in addition to its
apparent meaning, to take on the virtual meaning of affection, thereby
reinforcing the secondary meaning of the sentence and accounts for
concision.

5. Function of initial Vav in prose rhythm: placing the initial Vav at
the beginning of the sentence creates specific linguistic rhythm and
reinforces the virtual notion of emphasis and reinforcement
throughout the sentence. In this case, the word "Va™ with a short and
decisive syllable, functions as an influential factor, enhancing the
musical power of language, in keeping with the epic spirit of the early
Farsi speakers.

6. Initial Vav's function in creating syntactic equilibrium: The
equilibrium with the formalists is the addition of extra functions to the
standard language in order to break down the structure of standard
language into literary language. Equivalencies are created through
verbal and phonetic repetition and highlight the language, but not
every repetition leads to the elegance of the text. In any balanced
pattern there must be a coefficient of similarity and a coefficient of
divergence. If there isn[]tany divergence among two balanced
patterns, the resulted reiteration is just a mechanical repetition without
any literary value. In the meantime, initial Vav's rhetorical function is
very interesting and important in creating syntactic equilibrium. Initial
Vav, as a metaphorical element, enters the text and, as Jacobson puts
it, provides for a coefficient of divergence for similar repetitions, in
order for simple prose to emerge in its highest literal form.

7. The results of the statistical and comparative analysis of initial Vav
and other types of Vav: Statistics show that the initial Vav in simple
prose is more frequent than conjunctive Vav. Such that, in the
statistical population, the Tarikh-i Bal'ami or TLdkhn[tha which is the
oldest sampling source, has benefited more from the initial Vav than
the other sources.

Another important point that should not be overlooked is the
connection between the conjugative Vav and the initial Vav, with the
interior and exterior of the language. Simple prose writers focused
more on interior of language. They expanded the language from the
inside, so they needed less to synonyms and conjunctives. The
rhetorical function of the initial Vav is associated with the interior of
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the language; hence, its function in simple prose is more frequent than
conjunctive Vav. 8. One of the characteristics of simple prose is the
tendency toward brevity. Brevity in simple prose have either been
achieved through the concision, or through elimination, in the
meantime, the initial Vav with its secondary implications functions as
one of the components of brevity. By presenting at the beginning of
the sentence this letter affects all the elements of the sentence.
Sometimes it eliminates words, and when it comes to the remaining
words, it can impose them to carry additional meanings and thereby it
brings about brevity.

4. Conclusion

In text linguistics, in addition to the syntactic position of vocabularies,
the influence of letters on text consistency is also examined. The
initial Vav as one of the main integrating elements of simple prose,
has a rhetorical and communicative function and its recognition
results in the enhancement of the literary capacity of Farsi language.
Initial Vav is highly frequent in the course of simple prose and with a
deviation from the standard language, it is considered to be a
methodological phenomenon.

What is the aesthetic role of placing this letter in the beginning of the
sentences, in simple prose? To find an appropriate answer to this
question, and by adopting a descriptive-analytical method, based on
structural stylistics, with a focus on semantics, the speculations of
rhetoricians and syntacticians have been examined. And the simple
prose texts have been analyzed inductively, based on the theory of
metonymic pole of language. The results show that the initial Vav in
the simple prose, was not influenced by the Arabic language,
nevertheless as an important tool in Farsi, it transformed the language
from within. And while virtualizing the language through syntactic
reciprocation, and with emotional, musical, brevity, textual coherence,
the creation of syntactic balance, the imposition of secondary
implications on the text, the word order, and the reinforcement of
literary facilities, it truly transforms and enhances the simple prose
elegantly and artistically.

Keywords: Initial Vav, Simple prose (Morsal prose), Metonymic pole
of the language, Aesthetics.
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