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1. Introduction
Azizeddin ibn Mohammad Nasafi (700 AH), a student of Saadeddin

Hamuyeh, was a famous and great mystic of the seventh century, who
has written many prose works in the field of Persian mystical
literature. Nasafi was born in Nasaf and stayed in Bukhara for some
time and traveled to various parts of Iran. He spent some time in Fars,
where he also met followers of Ibn Arabi's school. The presence of
Ibn Arabi's followers in Mavaraonnahr, less than a century after the
death of Sheikh Akbar, has prompted the rapid promotion of Ibn
Arabi's school in Khorasan and its environs. Nasafi's works on Persian
prose include Maghsadol Aghsa, Zobdaatol Haghayegh, Bayano
Tanzil and Alensan Alkamel. Due to the writing of numerous Persian
books, the role of Nasafi is more significant than his master Hamuyeh
in the promotion of Ibn Arabi's thoughts in Persian literature.

After Ibn Arabi, more mystical material was expressed on the basis of
attention to inner meaning and interpretation with the philosophical
order. Mystical works emerged out of the range of biography and
eloquence. It is natural that many factors contributed to the
development of Persian mystic literature. Among the mystics who
were exposed to this development and who influenced this
transformation itself, is Aziz Ibn Mohammad Nasafi. Therefore, he
can be considered as a proponent of Ibn Arabi's thinking in the form
of literature in the field of Persian prose.

2.Methodology

This research is fundamentally based on library research and content
analysis. After extracting the idioms and symbols of Ibn Arabi's
mysticism from his own works and contemporary scholars' research,
these elements were studied comparatively in the works of Nasafi in
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order to show the quality of their reflection in the writings of Nasafi
and his utilization in the use of these elements. The discussion of the
central terms and symbols of Ibn Arabi's mysticism, based on his
works, is presented in another article by the author, and here the direct
replication of the contents related to the works of Ibn Arabi are
disregarded and only these elements as in the works of Nasafi are
presented here.

3.Discussion

Prior to the presence of Ibn Arabi, several other movements appeared
within the Iranian literature, which could be categorized into the two
conceptualist and formalist schools of thought. Among the various
groups that fall under these two school of thoughts are those groups
that pay close attention to mysticism.

It was during the sixth and seventh century which a great Islamic and
mystical character emerged among the Islamic and the Arab
community that changed and influenced Islamic mysticism. Sheikh
Muhyadin-Ibn Arabi, with a spiritual and intuitive approach and with
the use of tools such as argumentation, reflection, interpretation,
terminology processing and metaphor-oriented reform, classified the
many different mystical concepts in a theoretical system, according to
the concept of pantheism. Ibn Arabi, through inspiration by the
principles of common philosophical and mystical atmosphere of his
time, and with proper reference to mystical approach, explained his
concepts and ideologies in his numerous books, particularly in his
books known as the Fosus-ol Hekam and Alfotuhat-ol Makkiah.
Nasafi familiarized himself with the teachings of the mystical school
of Ibn Arabi through Saadeddin Hamuyeh and his Works. Azizeddin
is one of the writers who has focused on theoretical mysticism and has
also maintained his literary ability. He has maintained his
metaphorical and even poetic language and has made logical
arguments too. Nasafi identified all the key concepts of Ibn Arabi's
theoretical mysticism, such as Vahdate Vojud, Ayane Sabeteh,
Haghighate Mohammadieh, Feyze Aghdas, Feyze Moghaddas and
Hazarate Khams, with the use of metaphors and literal language.
Pantheism is one of the central concepts of 1bn Arabi's mysticism, and
he has repeatedly explained this issue in Fosus-ol Hekm and Fotuhatol
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Makkiah. Nasafi focused on the principles of Ibn Arabi's school such
as pantheism. In his works, he explicitly suggested this concept; as
referring to the accompaniment of the essence of God to all particles
of the universe and the emergence of world from various traits, he
wrote: "There are no particles of the creatures that God does not
inherit it and surround it. Individuals are such a manifestation of the
character, and his traits appear to be the same. So whoever has come
to believe in everything he has brought™” (Nasafi, 1341: 286).

Nasafi has used many terms related to pantheism in his writings and,
in addition, he has considered new terms, all of which point to his
knowing of Arabi's mysticism and the power of his imagination. Each
expression that he came up with would then have a smaller circle of
other terms which would introduce further terminologies related to the
topic. lbn Arabi introduced his most important and significant
mystical concept, Vahdat-e Vojoud, by relying on the two different
meanings that each word consisted of, i.e. one term carried the idea of
oneness of the Creator, while the other conveyed the multiplicity of
the creation. The terms that Nasafi most often used for this purpose,
are Ahadiat and Vahediat, Esm and Mosama, Kasrat and Vahdat,
Moghayad and Motlagh, Zaher and Baten.

Nasafi often used compound words to present his expressions and
ideologies, one segment presenting the oneness of the creator, and the
other one carrying the idea of the creation lsnultiplicity, which in
reality were the two sides of the same coin. The metaphors that are
used frequently in Nasafi's book include mirror and picture, light and
shadow, water and its shapes, wine and cup, seed and tree, point and
sphere, desert and mirage, clothing and covert.

Nasafi emphasized the concept of perfect man in the key word of Ibn
Arabi. He used metaphors such as the Majune Akbar, Eksire Azam,
Jame Jahannama, mirror of two worlds, Grate Opium, Mesre Jame
and Balade Azam for the perfect man. In this article, we are going to
examine and analyze the fundamental terms and symbols of Ibn
Arabi's school in the works of Nasafi. In this research the key
elements of Ibn Arabi's mysticism are adapted to the works of Nasafi.

4.Conclusion
Azizeddin Nasafi promoted Ibn Arabi's thoughts in the form of
Persian literary prose. He, with a greater focus on the concept of



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature

perfect man, also used other terms and symbols of the Vahdat-e
Vojoud in Ibn Arabi's school. He did not take some elements of Ibn
Arabi's school, and in most cases, he followed the steps of Ibn Arabi
and his predecessors. He created only new metaphors like "letters and
pencils”. He also introduced many concepts in the form of symbol for
the perfect man. Nasafi used compounds such as the Majune Akbar,
the Great Exir, the Jame Jam, the mirror of two worlds, and the great
Opium for the perfect man. Referring also to the comprehensiveness
of man and the greatness of his position, he has also used the symbol
of a comprehensive city and called man as the Great Country.

Sheikh Azizeddin meditated on Ibn Arabi's school, and focused on the
element of Perfect man. Nasafi, like narrators, did not repeatedly
explain Fosusol Hekam, but tried to abstract the concepts of Ibn
Arabi's school in the form of Persian literature, not the poetry, but the
literary prose; Something no mystic did not notice it after him
independently.

Keywords: Nasefi, Ibn Arabi's mystical school, Pantheism, Perfect
Man, Symbol.
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London: Ruskin House.



	abstract.pdf (p.1-6)
	حیدری.pdf (p.7-29)

