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1- Posttraumatic Stress Disorder 2- secondary trauma

3- compassion fatigue
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1- rigidity 2- scapegoating of trauma victim

3- validity 4- reliability

5- factor structure 6- Secondary Traumatic Stress Scale
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1- intrusion 2- avoidance

3- arousal 4- convergent

5- divergent 6- construct

7- Cronbach's [1 8- Depression Anxiety Stress Scale
9- Lovibond 10- Beck Depression Inventory

11- Zung Anxiety Self-Assessment Scale

12- Perceived Stress Scale

13- Mississippi PTSD Scale

14- Vreven

15- re-experiencing and situational avoidance
16- withdrawal and numbing

17- arousal and lack of control

18- self-persecution19- internal consistency
20- test-retest 21- parallel form

22- Statistical Package for the Social Science-version 18
23- Analysis of Moment Structures-version 16
24- confirmatory factor analysis

25- independent t test

26- Pearson correlation
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1- Goodness of Fit Index 2- Comparative Fit Index
3- Root Mean Square Residual

4- Normal Fit Index 5- Relative Fit Index

6- Incremental Fit Index 7- Parsimony Ratio

8- Root Mean Square Error of Approximation

9- Parsimonious Ratio
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Original Article

Validity, Reliability, and Factor Structure of Secondary Trauma Stress
Scale (STSS) in a Sample of Warfare Victims’ Children

Abstract

Objectives: Given the lack of a specialized instrument for evaluating Post-
traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) in Iran, current study aimed to standardize
the Secondary Trauma Stress Scale (STSS) in warfare victimsLIchildren.
Method: The study population included warfare victims[ khildren living in
Yazd, Isfahan, Najafabad, and Yasuj studying at Shahed and Isargar Schools of
these cities. Among that population subjects were selected using cluster
sampling method. Data was collected by STSS, Mississippi PTSD Scale, and
Depression Anxiety Stress Scale (DASS-21). Confirmation factor analysis,
Pearson correlation, and independent samples t-test were used to analyze the
data. Results: The confirmatory factor analysis revealed that the STSS
included three subscales of intrusion, avoidance and arousal and that its factor
structure was similar to the original version of the scale. The Cronbach's Alpha
for the whole scale was calculated as 0.89 and content validity of the scale was
approved by some specialists experienced in the subject. The significantly high
correlations among STSS score and scores from stress, anxiety, and depression
subscales and Mississippi PTSD subscales approved convergent validity of the
scale (p<0.01). Moreover, the STSS was able to discriminate the group of
subjects with high mental health from those with low mental health.
Conclusion: The Persian version of STSS has a favorable reliability and

validity in Iranian warfare victims[&hildren.

Key words: Secondary Trauma Stress Scale; warfare victims; validity;
reliability; confirmatory factor analysis
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