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Abstract

One of the factors that have a significant impact on the economic
development of countries is reliance on foreign trade, and due to the
dependence of countries on export earnings and the import of foreign trade,
it plays an essential and indisputable role in the growth and development of
different sectors. Foreign trade in agricultural products has an important role
in expanding the export and import of various countries due to its high and
stable value. Among the agricultural products, saffron is one of the most
important export commodities of agriculture, which contributes greatly to
the creation of agricultural value added. This study examines and analyzes
Saffron's foreign trade network among 11 active countries including Iran in
this area. The required data and statistics were collected during the years
2007-2016. Considering the geographical dispersion of the studied countries,
a spatial panel model was used to analyze the factors affecting the value of
saffron trade. The results of estimating OLS methods, spatial interruption
and spatial error showed that import price variables per gram, export price
per gram, export volume, export standards index, gross domestic product,
exchange rate and government support index in agricultural sector is
significant and has a positive effect on the value of trade. Positive and
significant spatial dependency coefficient shows that neighborhood is an
important role in increasing or decreasing trade. This means that, as long as
the value of saffron trade in neighboring countries increases, the value of
trade in the target country will increase as the size of the coefficient.
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