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Extended Abstract

The aim of the research is investigating the motives, amount, and affecting factors of
University of Tabriz postgraduate students of scientific social networks. The method of
this applied research is a descriptive survey. The gathering data tool was the researcher
constructed questionnaire, and the data analyzed by descriptive and inferential tests such
as chi-square. The findings showed that 67 percent of the students are familiar with
scientific social networks and use them. The primary motivation of the students was being
informed about news in science and knowledge, being in contact with other researchers,
and tracking the activities of the other researchers. Other findings of the research showed
that there is a significant correlation between grade and age with the amount and
motivation of the use of scientific social networks. The results also showed that there is a
statistically significant correlation between the gender and important educational groups
and the amount of use of scientific social networks. The student's familiarity with
scientific social networks is not satisfactory, and most of them do not use them, or their
use is shallow.
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INTRODUCTION

Nowadays the Internet after several evolutions has been upgraded to the new
generation under the title of the social web. One of the new features of the social
web is the emergence and importance of social networks (Khaniki and Babaie,
2011). One of the new functions of these networks is scientific social networks such
as ResearchGate, Academia, etc. Thus new scientific social networks act as a new
tool for scientific communications and can enhance formal and informal scientific
communication process (Alidoust., Khosrowjerdi, Dowran, 2009). Nevertheless,
there is minimal research about the functions and usage of scientific social networks
in Iran as a growing scientific and economic power of the world.

PURPOSE

The aim of the research is investigating how and when the scientific social networks
were used between University of Tabriz Post Graduate student, determining the
essential scientific social networks and their affective variables, identifying the most
important motivations of their usage and their affective variables.

The method of this applied research is a descriptive survey. The gathering data
tool was the researcher constructed questionnaire, and the data analyzed by
descriptive and inferential tests such as Chi-Square. The population of the research
was postgraduate students of the University of Tabriz (7193 students). The size of
the sample determined by Kerjecie and Morgan table as 382 students based on a
Stratified random sample.

The researcher-designed-questionnaire, used as a tool for data gathering. Its
validity is verified and confirmed by knowledge and information science experts,
and its reliability measured by Cronbach's alpha which seems an acceptable
number.

RESULT

The findings showed that more than 36 percent of students are not using scientific
social networks. The most famous scientific social networks are LinkedIn, and the
less known is Academia and the variables such as Degree, Major, and age are
essential variables in the membership of students in the scientific social networks.

Table 1. Frequency and Membership of Students in Scientific Social Networks.

Scientific social networks Frequency percent
LinkedIn 126 36.63
No One 121 35.17
Research Gate 71 20.64
LinkedIn and ResearchGate 15 4.36
SveinceStage 9 2.62

Academia 2 .58




The findings also showed that 31.7 percent of students use the scientific social
network weekly between 2-5 hours, and the degree and gender are essential
variables in determining the amount of usage of scientific social networks.

The findings also showed 32 percent of students do not share any things in
scientific social networks. The most common item to share in the networks is
papers. The degree is an essential factor in items to be shared.

Table 2. Frequency and percentage of shared items in scientific social networks

Item Frequency Percent
No One 175 3241
Paper 126 23.33
Research Results 111 20.56
Book 52 9.63
Paper and Research Results 35 6.48
Educational Pamphlet 23 4.26
Paper and Book 18 3.33

43.2 students share their profiles as necessary, and 17.5 percent of them update
monthly. Gender is a most crucial factor in the interval of updates.

The findings also showed that 30.6 percent of students do not follow their
colleagues in the networks and 28.5 percent of them only follow less than ten
persons. The degree is an essential factor in determining the number of followers.

Finally, the finding of the research showed that the best motivation for
membership in the networks is knowing new knowledge (46.5 percent). Another
less critical motivations are contacting with other colleagues (22.5 percent),
following other researchers activities (22.2 percent), without any aim (5.5 percent),
job finding (3.6 percent), finding a scientific colleague (1.6 percent), publishing
educational and research materials (1.6 percent). The degree and age are essential
variables in determining the motivation for the use of scientific social networks.

Table 3. frequency and table of the motivation of usage of scientific ssocial networks

Usage Motivation Frequency Percent
Knowing new knowledge 178 46.5
Contacting with other colleagues 86 22.5
Following other researchers activities 85 222
Aimless 21 5.5

Job Finding 14 3.6
Finding scientific colleague 6 1.6

Publishing educational and research materials 6 1.6
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CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of the research, University of Tabriz postgraduate students are
not entirely familiar with scientific social networks, and their activity and roles in
social networks are shallow. The fact indicated utilization less new contexts for
scientific communications. The findings showed that the aimless membership in
scientific social networks is more than other good motivations such as finding a
scientific colleague and job finding. The results indicate that the students have a
minimal view of the aims and functions of scientific social networks.

This limited view and incomplete attitude toward scientific social networks can
cause in long-term to reducing the validity, visibility, and citations of a scholar in a
personal level and adverse results in rankings and incomplete collaboration between
the universities and other international and national universities, Research
institutes, organizations, etc. in Organizational level. Disadvantages of this problem
in the national level are poor scientific communication with other entities and less
visibility and reference in the international arena.

NOVELTY

The novelty of the research is investigating new scientific communication tool and
platforms from the viewpoint of postgraduate students of one of oldest universities
of Iran as a developing country. Other novelties of the research are investigating the
crucial variables which affect scientific social network membership, usage, and time
Such as gender, degree, major, etc.
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