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Abstract

Throughout the centuries, Iranian artists have created arts using their clever and refined
tastes, which are both sensual and spiritual. The painting '‘Sama-e Darvishan' (dance of the
Sufi dervishes) by Kamal al-Din Behzad, has hidden and unidentified layers, the analysis and
interpretation of which is the object of this research.

It is assumed that looking through the principles of visual arts and designing clothes, we can
find a meaningful relationship between the concepts of form, theme, composition, and color
in 'Sama-e Darvishan' painting. The present research seeks to answer the following
questions: Are the elements used in the aforesaid work sued for a particular purpose? What
techniques have Muslim artists employed to reflect and present their line of thought?

The research has been conducted through a descriptive-analytical method of research and
desk study of library sources. The study of the appearance of the figures and their clothes in
'Sama-e Darvishan' miniature by Behzad and the analysis of the visual attributes of the form,
composition, color, light and darkness indicated that in the design of the clothing of the
dervishes, loose clothes with long outsize sleeves, are a symbol of respecting the lofty
position of the beloved divine and the state of devotion and submission while the loose
scarves sometimes left on the ground, each intend to deliver a specific concept. Presentation
of human and spiritual dispositions in the composition and designing the clothes is also a
kind of innovative symbolism to infuse a specific sense to the audience.

Keywords: Herat School, Kamal al-Din Behzad, Clothing, Sama-e Darvishan, Paint.
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