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Abstract

Sport and sport events have become an integral part of Daily life in todays' world.
People's sport participation will be influenced by various factors, including the
Uscialization into sportlstructural and social factors. This research, by using the
symbolic interaction approach, aims to study the sport participation process. In
this regard, using the quantitative method and Socialization of Sport (Sage, 1980,
Greendorfer et al., 1986; Greendorfer & Lewko, 1987; Lau et al., 2004; Cieslak
et al., 2004), athletic identity (Cieslak et al., 2004), sport commitment (Casper &
Andrew, 2008), social-structural constraints (Lee et al., 2004, Alexandris &
Carroll, 1997) and sports participation (Kang, 2013) scales, a sample of 574
athletes in the city of Rasht was tested through structural equation modelling with
Amos. The results indicate that the athletes' sport participation process will firstly
be begun with the sport socialization. The initial sport participation process will
be made through the socialization and various supports provided. In the next step,
the athletic identity of athletes will be built on a continuous basis of sport
participation. By the same token, with respect to the role of an athletic identity in
refining the society's athletes, the sport commitment will also be created.
Furthermore, the structural and social pressures play an important role in the sport
socialization, athletic identity, sport commitment and sport participation of
athletes.

Keywords: Sport Participation, Sport Socialization Factors, Structural-Social
Factors, Symbolic Interaction

* Corresponding Author Email: mahdi.rahmati@gmail.com



